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GREEN 


The ugly truth behind 


beautiful block contest 


SPECIAL 

REPORT 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

C OVERT SURVEILLANCE, cut- 
throat competition, midnight attacks, 
strategic plotting — more the stuff of 
a Tom Clancy novel than a gardening com- 
petition. But then again, winning the annual 
“Greenest Block in Brooklyn” contest is no 
easy feat. Sharp gardening shears — and a 
willingness to use them — are required. 

Just ask Hazel Foster, president of the 300 
East 25th Street Block 
Association in Flatbush, 
which won first place in 
2004. 

“Two hundred and 
forty-four blocks com- 
peted when we won,” 
said Foster, raising an eyebrow. “It’s competitive.” 
But Foster doesn’t just have to contend with 
gardening opponents — she also has to deal 
with vandals. 

Last week, the block suffered a severe blow 
to its chances when many of its garden plots, 
garden pots, and tree pits were tom apart. 

“Early morning, I looked outside, and my 
gate was closed,” said Foster, shaking her head 
in anger. “A little later, I looked out the window, 
and the gate was ajar.” 

And her colorful lfont-yard garden was miss- 
ing some flowers. 

Across the street, stray pink petals and a hole 
in the ground were all that remained of an azal- 
ea in bloom. 

Neither Foster nor her neighbors have any 
idea who uprooted and carted away so many of 
their prize-winning possessions, but they don’t 
suspect their competitors. 

The race to be the most beautiful block can 
get ugly, they say, but not that ugly. 

“We’ve had fierce competition in the past, 
and no one’s ever done that,” said Vera Toney, 
who lives across the street from Foster. 

Local cops agree — but aren’t 100 percent 
sure given what’s at stake. 

“Sometimes young kids have nothing better 
to do than destroy things,” said Sgt. Denis 
Burke of the 67th Precinct. “It’s probably noth- 
ing personal against Mrs. Foster. But she does 
have very nice plants.” 

Foster is a dainty woman with a gentle yet 
potent art of persuasion. 

She’s galvanized her neighbors to participate 
in the Greenest Block contest for 10 of the con- 
test’s 12 years. 

“She’s the mover and shaker,” said Denese 
Alexander, secretary of the block association. 

Foster’s group didn’t compete last year be- 
cause the contest’s rules require first-place win- 
ners to take a one-year hiatus. 

The contest draws as many 250 residential 
blocks a year, according to the Ellen Kirby, di- 
rector of Brooklyn GreenBridge, the communi- 
ty horticulture program of Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden that mns the contest. There is also a 
business block category. 

The judging is severe. 

“We’re looking at overall citizen participation 
— how many people seem to be involved, and 


if there’s any indication that people are out on 
their blocks working together,” said Kirby. 

“Secondly, we look for overall horticultural 
beauty,” which includes variability and sustain- 
ability, and good maintenance practices. 

“Over half of those 250 residential blocks 
will be elevated to the second round of judging 

— which is when it gets really competitive,” 
said Kirby. 

By the time it gets to the third round — when 
only 12 residential blocks are left in the game 

— the contest is a near-brawl (a good-natured 
brawl, of course). 

With so many aggressive competitors vying 
for top seed, a green thumb — attached to a 
strong hand like Foster’s — is necessary. And 
like any good general, she marshals her forces. 

“You are looking good,” she told one of her 
neighbors during one of her regular inspections 
on the block. 

“This should be on target shortly,” said Fos- 
ter, surveying the yard of an abandoned house 
whose garden is cared for by a neighbor. 

“These are some folks who just moved in,” 
said Foster, eyeing an unkempt front lawn. “We 
have to give them a chance to get themselves 
together. We are preparing a welcome package.” 

That package will include a few not-so-subtle 
hints — a plant and a gardening book. 

And if they can’t get their act together, after a 
few door-knocks and talking-tos, Foster and her 
cohorts will take it to the next level. 

“If they aren’t able to [garden], we adopt 
their gardens,” she said. “We ask permission, of 

Alexander has adopted one of her neighbor’s 
lawns, after the block association pleaded with 
the homeowner to care for his own garden. 

“He didn’t seem to care at all about the 
neighborhood, and after many efforts to get him 
to garden himself, I asked him if we could adopt 
it,” said Alexander. “Of course, he’s okay with it. 
He’s going to get free flowers and free labor. 
But in the end, it makes the block look better.” 
See GREEN on page 15 



Grace Henry's block in Flatbush 
"Greenest Block" contest in 2004. 



A detail from the plantings on East 25th Street between Clarendon Road and Avenue D, 
which is a favorite to win the "Greenest Block" contest. 


Bay Ridge man guilty 
in terror bomb plot 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Jurors who convicted Bay 
Ridge resident Shahawar Matin 
Siraj this week for plotting to 
blow up the Herald Square sub- 
way station rejected the defense 
contention that Siraj had been 
entrapped by a paid informant 
and an undercover police officer 
who spied on the neighborhood’s 
large Muslim community. 

Siraj ’s defense maintained that his 
views that the United States govern- 
ment was involved in the 9- 1 1 attacks 
were “community-based notions” held 
among many Bay Ridge muslims. 

“In fact, in that entire Muslim 
community in Bay Ridge, the 
thought that the American govern- | 
ment was responsible for bringing £ 
down the towers on 9-11 was com- J 
mon,” said one of Siraj ’s attorneys, § 
Martin Stolar. 

The undercover cop, identified in 
court by the pseudonym “Kamil 
Pasha,” had testified that “not every- 
body felt that way.” The New York 


JURY FINDS NO ENTRAPMENT 



In this photo released by the Brooklyn U.S. Attorney's office, an uniden- 
tified police informant (right) is shown with alleged bomb plotter Sha- 
hawar Matin Siraj of Bay Ridge (center) and his alleged co-conspirator 
James Elshafay, on the eve of the Republican Convention in 2004. 


Police Department said Pasha’s job 
was to spy on the Bay Ridge Muslim 
community. 

Outside the presence of the jury, 
Stolar told judge Nina Gershon that if 
Siraj’s opinions were held to show a 
pre-disposition to terrorism, it “would 
put the entire Muslim community 
around Bay Ridge in a predisposition 
mode — that everyone has a predis- 
position to commit an attack.” 

Pasha also testified that Siraj 
praised Osama bin Laden and Pales- 
tinian suicide bombers. 

Muslims in Bay Ridge, some who 
knew Siraj and some who did not, 
expressed anger at the disclosure 
that the NYPD spied on them. 

“This was a confirmation of what 
we already knew ... and have 
known since 9-11,” said Linda Sar- 
sour, a Muslim activist who prays at 
the same Islamic Society of Bay 
Ridge mosque where Siraj occasion- 
See TERROR on page 15 


50 hot diggity dogs! 

American poised to gain 'Nathan's' belt 




By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

In an astounding triumph that could change 
the course of American history, a California 
college student has gone where no American 
has ever gone, eating 50 hot dogs and buns in 
12 minutes last week. 

Joey Chestnut, a journeyman on the competi- 
tive-eating circuit, stunned the world — and maybe 

world hot dog- 
eating cham- 
pion Takeru 
Kobayashi 

— by setting a new American record just two 
months before the annual July 4 contest at Nathan’s 
in Coney Island. 

‘This is the greatest thing to happen in the histo- 
ry of American sports,” said Richard Shea, presi- 
dent of the International Federation of Competitive 
Eating, the governing body of all stomach-centered 

“Chestnut’s accomplishment may change the 
course of a nation.” 

At the very least, the masterful mastication last 
week in Las Vegas earned Chestnut a plate at the 
table of champions on July 4. 

Kobayashi has treated the contest as his own 
personal buffet for the last five years, setting the 
all-time record of 53-1/2 hot dogs and buns 
(“HDB” in competitive-eating circles) in 2004 and 
never being challenged. 

But last year, he ate “only” 49 HDBs — and 
some experts think that he’s peaked. 

“You know how this sport is,” said George Shea, 
executive director of the IFOCE. “An athlete can 
remain at the top of this game for so long. I saw it 
with [Frank “Hollywood”] Dellarosa. I saw it with 
[Ed “The Maspeth Monster”] Krachie. And I saw it 
with [Hirofurni “The Tokyo Terror”] Nakajima. 

“Plus, it’s also increasingly difficult to motivate 
for all the training and conditioning when you’ve 
won five times — not that I, personally, have ever 
won anything even once,” Shea added. 

“But just ask Lance Armstrong. He could have 
kept winning the Tour de France, but he walked 
away. Why? To be honest, I don’t know; he’s kinda 
tough to get on the phone, but you get the idea.” 

Kobayashi did not return repeated emails for 
comments, but Chestnut — who is also the nation- 
al grilled cheese (32-1/2 sandwiches in 10 min- 
utes), pork rib (5-1/2 pounds in 12 minutes), 
waffle (148 ounces in 10 minutes), jalapeno 
(118 in 10 minutes) and chicken wing (173 
wings in 30 minutes) champion — thinks 
Kobayashi should be scared. 

“I haven’t peaked yet,” Chestnut told The 
Brooklyn Papers. “And I’ll be at the table on 
July 4th having eaten more than he ate last year.” 

Last year, Chestnut ate 32 — very impres- 
sive for a rookie, but not enough to challenge 
Kobayashi. 

Like many eaters in the highly superstitious 
competitive-eating world, Chestnut refused to 
reveal the secret of his newfound success. 

“Let’s just put it this way: Since last year, I 
spent a lot of time on the circuit, training and 
getting better,” he said. ‘Like any athlete, com- 
petitive eaters get stronger. This is a physical 
sport, of course, but it’s also a mental one. 
‘Full’ is just a feeling, like being tired. The trick 
is to suppress it. 

‘1 set a goal and forced my body to accept it.” 

Japanese eaters — first Nakajima, then Kazu- 
toyo ‘The Rabbit” Arai, and finally Kobayashi, 



Joey Chestnut shoves in the last of his record-setting 50 hot dogs last week in Las Vegas. The 
new American record is one dog more than five-time champion Takeru Kobayashi ate at the 
famed July 4 contest last year at Nathan's in Coney Island. 


who doubled Arai’s record in 2001 by eating 50 for 
the first time — have won all but once since 1997. 

In 1999, a newcomer, Steve “Ralph” Keiner, 
beat Nakajima — an event so out-of-the-ordinary 
that it has come to be known in competitive-eating 
circles as “the Burp.” 

As a result of nearly a decade of Japanese domina- 
tion at our national pastime on our national holiday, 
many Americans believe that the Mustard Yellow In- 
ternational Belt will always be worn by a foreigner. 

Indeed, many Americans today look around and 


see only our nation’s failures — the war in Iraq, 
stratospheric gasoline prices, a skyrocketing nation- 
al debt, poverty, homelessness. But George Shea 
said he chooses to see a nation reborn by Chestnut's 
record-setting victory. 

“Certainly, we are demoralized as a nation right 
now,” he said. “But Chestnut’s achievement puts us 
on the verge of a new era of national confidence. 
And if he wins, it will be front-page news. And 
when I say that, I, of course, mean in The Brooklyn 



Banned 
art on 
the run 

Fans of art — and con- 
troversy — flocked to 
DUMBO Wednesday night 
for the opening of "Plan 
B," the Brooklyn College 
student art show that had 
been kicked out of a Parks 
Department building earli- 
er in the month for alleged 
indiscretions. The show will 
run through June 16 at 70 
Washington St. 
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Off the Hook 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Red Hook’s real-estate 
market is hotter than ever, 
but at least one developer 

One week after losing a key 
round in Brooklyn Supreme 
Court, the owner of the ware- 
houses at 160 and 162 Imlay 
St. has put his gutted buildings 
up for sale. Asking price: $70 
million. 

“At this point, he is just 
looking for a reasonable profit, 
so he can get out,” said Tom 
Russo, president of Red Hook 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The massive warehouses 
have sat vacant next to the 


Brooklyn Cruise Ship Termi- 
nal for two years after several 
waterfront businesses sued to 
block developer Bruce Batkin 
from building condos on the 
working pier. 

Supreme Court Justice 
Yvonne Lewis refused to dis- 
miss the case last month, a de- 
cision that will freeze Batkin’s 
plans for at least another six 
months and cost tens of thou- 
sands of dollars in legal fees, 
maintenance and security for 
the building, legal experts 

But Batkin denied that his 
$70-million “For Sale” sign 
amounted to a full retreat. 



After years of litigation, the warehouses at 160 and 162 
Imlay St. in Red Hook are on the market. 


“We are proceeding with 
the 160 Imlay project — alone 
or with a partner,” said his 
spokesman, George Arzt, who 
admitted that “a tremendous, 
overwhelming offer” could 
take the developer out of the 
project altogether. 

Batkin’s plan for 160 Imlay 
St. includes four floors of con- 
dos with ground floor retail 


and, possibly, some loft space 
for artists. 

One of Batkin’s opponents, 
New York Water Taxi, wants 
to convert the pier into a ferry 
station. The company opposes 
residential development along 
that part of Red Hook’s work- 
ing waterfront, even though it 
could create more ferry cus- 
tomers. — Arietta Cohen 



Dozens of volunteers, including this hard-working, Met-lov- 
ing Brooklynite (top), spruced up acres of Prospect Park last 
weekend at the annual "You Gotta Have Park" day. Path- 
ways were swept, mulch was spread, weeds were trimmed, 
invasive species were culled, lots of garbage was collected, 
and, when it was all done, area residents got to feel pretty 
dam good about their work. There were also activities and 
concerts for non-laborers, including a gig by the Deedle- 
Deedle-Dees (above). 



Ratner fence falls! 



The Brooklyn Papers 

Bruce Ratner was fast — 
but his most-vocal oppo- 
nent was even faster. 

Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn spokesman Daniel 
Goldstein grabbed his camera 
seconds after a plywood securi- 
ty wall surrounding one of Rat- 
ner’s Dean Street demolition 
sites collapsed in the wind Sun- 
day night. 

Goldstein snapped the pic- 
ture above — and immediately 
sent it swirling into the blogos- 


But as quickly as you can say 
“Let’s go, Nets!” Ratner’s work- 
men had repaired the fence. 

It blew down again, but by 
Wednesday, Ratner’s team had 
installed a safety guard that 
even Goldstein admitted was 
“somewhat sturdier.” 

A city official, who requested 
anonymity, was amused by the 
keen reflexes of both the devel- 
oper and his chief critic. 

But Ratner isn’t laughing. The 
developer is facing a $2,500 fine 
from the Department of Buildings 
for the falling wall. — Cohen 


Get your Gersh on 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Our inimitable, and badly 
bruised, editor Gersh Kuntzman 
once again assumes the moder- 
ator chair at BCAT’s “Reporter 
Roundtable” this week. Check 
out the program — which ad- 
dresses a broad range of hot 
Brooklyn issues (including 
Kuntzman’s harrowing bike 


crash last week) — on Satur- 
day, May 27 at 9 pm; Monday, 
May 29 at 10:30 am; Wednes- 
day, May 31 at 10:30 am and 
6:30 pm; and Thursday, June 1 
at noon and 8 pm. It’s a show 
so exciting, you’ll want to 
watch it six times. BCAT is on 
channel 56 for Time Warner 
customers and 69 for Cablevi- 
sion customers. 


/ k. 

Push for 
parking 
permits 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The push for residential 
parking permits has be- 
gun. 

City Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) 
has asked the Department of 
Transportation to move ahead 
with a promised test of a resi- 
dential parking permit pro- 
gram in Downtown — de- 
spite a new study that 
indicated that such permits 
would do little to ease local 
congestion. 

Yassky honed in on a dif- 
ferent finding — the one 
showing that more than 40 
percent of the cars parked 
along Downtown’s residential 
streets belong to commuters. 

“Residents of the neighbor- 
hoods . . . should be given pri- 
ority to use parking spots on 
their local streets,” Yassky 

A residential parking per- 
mit program — popular in 
other cities — would bar 
non-residents from parking 
on side streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, Boerum Hill and 
Fort Greene. 

But as reported last week in 
The Brooklyn Papers, permits 
can’t fix the area’s real park- 
ing problem: there are just too 
many dam cars. 

The number of cars trolling 
throughout Downtown at any 
given time is double the num- 
ber of available curb spots, ac- 
cording to the study done by 
the DOT and the Downtown 
Brooklyn Council. — Cohen 


CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


Car-beater Amy DeSalvo 

Some heroes are born, others are made. But this 
city is rife with them — thousands of them wading 
into traffic with nothing more than a thin metal 
frame, a chain, two wheels and a helmet. Amy De- 
Salvo does it every day, biking from her home in 
Boerum Hill to her job at the Lower East Side Tene- 
ment Museum in Gaphattan. Last week, DeSalvo 
earned a measure of fame by winning Transporta- 
tion Alternatives's annual bike vs. car vs. subway 
race. Starting at Grand Army Plaza, DeSalvo 
hopped on her Trek 4100 while two co-workers 
chose far-inferior communting strategies. Despite a 
drizzling rain, DeSalvo got to work in 25 minutes, 
beating the subway commuter by seven minutes 
and the car passenger by 15. This week, DeSalvo 
celebrated her victory by checking in with Brooklyn 
Papers' editor Gersh Kuntzman, himself the victim 
of a brutally bruising bike accident last week. 



Q: You beat the subway commuter 
by seven minutes. What was the 
catch? 

A: No catch. I really didn’t race. I took my 
normal route — up Vanderbilt Avenue, 
across Fulton Street to Jay Street and over 
the Manhattan Bridge — but definitely did- 
n’t go faster than usual. 

Q: I use that route a lot because if 
you ride on Flatbush Avenue, drivers 
feel it is their duty to shove you into 
a lamppost. 


Q: Only one? I get that every block. 

A: Do you have people speed up to try to 
cut you off, too? You look in their eyes and 
you can see how crazy they are. They don’t 
like that you’re on a bike. Maybe they feel 
that we’re slowing down traffic, which isn’t 
true. Or maybe they feel guilty in their cars. 
Q: Worse than the drivers are the 
potholes. Did you hear that I hit one 
in Red Hook and went flying, face 
first, into the pavement? 

A: No. 

Q: Yes, it really happened. 

A: No, I mean, no, I hadn’t heard. 


Q: Well, it was really bad. I was 
bleeding all over people at Fairway. 

A: Potholes are just another thing you have 
to pay attention for. I’m busy watching for 
pedestrians, drivers opening their car doors, 
people making crazy turns, and then the pot- 
holes. You can’t day-dream for a second 
when you’re on a bike. 

Q: Given all the challenges, why do 
we ride? 

A: I used to take the subway, but no matter 
how good it is, you never know, day in and 
day out, how long it’ll take to get to work. 
On a bike, you always know. 

Q: But you never know if you're go- 
ing to live to get there. 

A: Now you’re exaggerating. Yes, I know 
people who’ve been run over on their bike, 
but I try to be a little less aggressive. 

Q: Less aggressive?! If I so much as 
slow down at a yellow light, I feel I'll 
be plowed over. 

A: It’s true. You do have to defend your turf, 
but I don’t weave through traffic like some 
people do. What’s the point? The key is: 
don’t bike scared. You can never bike scared 
in this city. 
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OH 


UEEN TO 


TSHEPSl 


Into the role of Pharaoh stepped this legendary yet 
enigmatic woman whose reign transformed 
the arts of ancient Egypt. 


Raices Times Plaza Senior Center member Barbara 
Pilgrin outside the center at 460 Atlatic Ave. which 
was downsized. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

A plan to build more 
affordable housing Down- 
town has caused a ripple 
effect that has left tots with- 
out a school and senior citi- 
zens without so much as a 
window. 

To make room for 100 low-in- 
come apartments, the Boerum 
Hill YWCA has not only booted 
the 115-student Montessori Day 
School, but also forced a social 
service agency to subdivide its 
own senior center nearby to 
make room for four social work- 
ers who once worked at the Y at 


the comer of Atlantic and Third 
avenues. 

The result has put the squeeze 
on the geezers. 

“They took the only nice 
place in the whole center for of- 
fices,” said Daisy Panohaya, a 
regular at the Raices Times Plaza 
senior center, where the four so- 
cial workers have relocated. 
“They even took the only win- 

Panohaya and other canasta 
sharks have been lobbying the 
city to find other space for the 
social workers. But the sprightly 
seniors are no match for a white- 
hot real-estate market. 


“We just don’t have enough 
money to rent anywhere else,” 
said Juan Ortiz, director of the 
senior center, who also used to 
work at the nearby Y. 

Meanwhile, the Montessori 
school is searching “under every 
rock” for new space in time for 
the first day of school in Sep- 
tember, said school parent Paul 
Parkhill. 

There are few leads — and 
any available space is more ex- 
pensive than the school can af- 
ford. 

“We’re just in a bad financial 
situation,” said Montessori board 
co-chair Kelvin Diamond. 


“We’ve been paying a nickel for 
our rent now in the open market, 
we’ll be paying a dollar.” 

The YWCA plan includes 100 
new studio apartments, as well 
as two floors reserved for organ- 
izations that cater to women and 
girls. The new program makes 
the Y eligible for city and state 
funding — income that wifi ce- 
ment its place Downtown. 

“ft was a difficult decision by 
our board, but we believe that 
our priority must be to respond to 
the largely unmet needs of girls 
and women in Brooklyn,” said 
YWCA board member Sarah 
Williams. — Ariella Cohen 
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Slope girl's recipe 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Take one whole-wheat pita, some 
grated, low-fat Monterey jack cheese, 
shredded lettuce, and win a free ride 
to college? 

Maybe. 

Last week a Brooklyn llth-grader took 
one step closer to a free education — and 
becoming the next Alan Harding — when 
she won a health food cooking contest 
sponsored by the company that makes 
vitaminwater. 

Some might say that having vitaminwa- 
ter — a fructose-infused drink that has 50 
more calories than regular water — spon- 
sor a health food contest is sort of like hav- 
ing a baseball player serve as judge. 

Oh. Wait. The contest was judged by a 
baseball player — Mets third baseman 
David Wright, to be exact. 


Anyway, Park Slope winner Samantha 
Law was thrilled. 

“I can’t believe I won,” she said. “It 
was great to see how easy it is to make 
small changes in what we eat and how 
those small changes can make a big dif- 
ference in terms of nutrition.” 

Law attends Marymount School in 
Manhattan. 

A budding foodie, Law called her en- 
tree “flat bread fiesta” and her dessert 
“Sam’s cinnamon apple surprise.” 

While her creations are no tuna tartare 
and olive oil gelato, Law knew exactly 
what it would take to win. 

Her recipe for a nutrient-rich school 
lunch won her a spot in the national com- 
petition. Three pre-selected finalists will 
be chosen to take part in the finale, whose 
winner will take home a $100,000 scho- 
larship. 

May the best cafeteria lunch win! 


Park Sloper Samantha Law, 18, with New York 
Mets third baseman David Wright, who judged 
her redpe best. 


Hey Brooklyn: 
Visit Brooklyn! 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Lucky Brooklynites can get the thrill of a lifetime 
— an aU-expenses-paid weekend in Brooklyn! 

Brooklyn Brewery’s second annual “Brooklyn Va- 
cation” sweepstakes is taking entries — and Brook- 
lynites are being invited to participate. 

Brewery President Steve Hindy encouraged Brook- 
lynites to enter because “most of them have never 
been to Coney Island ... or the Brewery.” 

Ibis year, 15 winners, plus five of their friends, will 
receive door-to-door limousine service to a beer tast- 
ing and tour at the Brewery in Williamsburg followed 
by a trip to the original weekend get-away at Coney 
Island and VIP tour of the New York Aquarium. 

All this will be topped off with a game at Keyspan 
Park, where one lucky grand-prizewinner will be 
awarded a free vacation in the Caribbean on Princess 
Cruise Lines for himself and a guest. 

Entry forms (available at beer distributors all over 
town) “have already started to pour [in],” Hindy said. 

From Brooklyn, especially. — Brendan Mysliwiec 
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Cosmetic Teeth Whitening Center — 


in subway 


cle through the front door of 
his Hoyt Street home just be- 
fore 11 pm on May 18, a gang 
of thieves tumbled in behind 
him, police said. 

One of the robbers pulled 
out a gun and forced the 44- 
year-old victim to his knees, 
then pistol-whipped him. 

The thugs snatched his cell- 
phone and wallet — which 


held his driver’s license, credit 
cards and paychecks, but no 
cash — and ran from the 
house, just off Degraw Street. 

The victim could only de- 
scribe one of the three or four 
thugs who attacked him. That 
man was a light-skinned His- 
panic, roughly 20 years old, 
with a tattoo on one arm and 
white sneakers. 


The Floral Heights 

Graduation 
Bouquet 

starting at $35 

107 Atlantic Ave. 

t (bet. Henry & Hicks) 

www.floralheights.com 

I (718) 625-2066 


A safe 4th 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Fireworks are mostly 
about “ooohs” and “ahhh” 
— but too many times, it’s 
also about “ouches.” 

That’s why, as July 4 ap- 
proaches, officers at the 76th 
Precinct are asking residents to 
tip them off about the delivery, 
sale or storage of fireworks in 


their neighborhoods. 

The goal is to curtail danger- 
ous blow-ups and backfires, 
but also nab offenders. Police 
said they would confiscate cars 
and business used to obtain the 


Anyone with information 
should call 311 or the fire- 
works hotline at (800) FIRE- 
TIPS (800-347-3847). 
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$2 taken from tween 

By Lilo H. Stainton 

POLICE BLOTTER 


The Brooklyn Papers 

A man in a military-style 
jacket stole $2 from a 12- 
year-old waiting for a sub- 
way at the Nevins Street sta- 
tion on May 14, police said. 

The thug tried to snatch the 
bills from the boy’s hand as he 
waited for a 3 train at 4:20 pm. 
When that failed, the bmte in- 
sisted, “Yo, give me that $2!” 

The boy turned over the 
bills, and the thief fled the 
Flatbush Avenue station, near 
Fulton Street. He’s described 
as a black man, 6-foot- 1 and 
170 pounds. 

Scream works 

Armed with a board and 
several bricks, a burglar tried 
to break into three homes on 
Warren Street before she 
made it inside a Baltic Street 
apartment off Henry Street on 
May 18, police said. The rack- 
et summoned the 44-year-old 
resident, who screamed, “Get 
out of my house.” 

The burglar fled, but police 
met her outside with hand- 
cuffs, thanks to calls from a 
half-dozen other witnesses. 
The 39-year-old woman now 


faces charges including bur- 
glary, possession of burglary 
tools and criminal mischief. 

Screwy attack 

It’s not clear what prompt- 
ed a man to try to stab another 
with a 12-inch screwdriver on 
May 16, but police managed 
to arrest the tool-toting thug. 

The 32-year-old man faces 
assault charges after he at- 
tempted to spear a 24-year-old 
man in the chest with the 
screwdriver inside a diner on 
Court Street near Pacific 
Street, at 3:20 pm. The victim 
told police his attacker was a 
stranger. 

Teen targeted 

A gang of five teens stole a 
gold chain and an iPod from a 
15-year-old boy riding a Man- 
hattan-bound A train on May 
19, police said. 

The thugs attacked their 
teenage victim as the train 
rolled into the Hoyt-Scher- 
merhom Street station at 2 
pm. The new iPod and 22- 
inch Gucci chain were worth 


$1,500, according to the vic- 
tim, who couldn’t describe his 
attackers in detail. 

Bag stolen 

The show went on. In fact, 
the action on stage may have 
masked the work of a theater- 
defiling thief. 

According to cops, a thief 
may have grabbed a 37-year- 
old woman’s duffle bag while 
she was on stage performing 
at the St. Francis College 
Theatre on May 19. 

Before the 9 pm curtain at 
the auditorium, on Remsen 
Street near Henry Street, the 
woman stashed her bag back- 
stage. When the performance 
ended an hour and a half later, 
the bag was gone. 

The stolen items included a 
wallet, various IDs, a tape 
recorder, cellphone, keys and 
an award plaque. 

High-tech heist 

Burglars stole five Apple 
laptops — and possibly much 
more — from a Brooklyn 
Heights architecture office on 


May 20, police said. 

An employee at the firm, 
on Court Street near Jorale- 
mon Street, said he saw two 
men running from the build- 
ing around 2 pm. When he got 
to the studio inside, he discov- 
ered the front door had been 
forced open and two safes 
cracked and emptied. 

The man said only one of 
the safe’s had valuables in- 
side, but he couldn’t provide a 
list of missing items. 

But five laptop computers, 
valued at $12,000 were defi- 
nitely gone. 

Security video from the lob- 
by may help police track the 
thieves. Officials are wondering 
whether two names on the sign- 
in book — “Morrison” and 
“Jan Medorze” — have any 
connection to the robbeiy. 

The firm’s employee de- 
scribed one of the two men he 
saw running from the area as 
a black man in a multi-col- 
ored jacket and similar skull- 

Pistol-whipped 

The Carroll Gardens resi- 
dent almost made it home 

But as he pushed his bicy- 


Brooklyn Village Insurance Agency 
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ANOTHER CHURCH HELD UP 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Once again, not even a 
church is safe from crime. 

Someone stole the wallet of 
a 77-year-old parishioner 
working at a church facility on 
Eighth Avenue, near Sixth 
Street, on May 19, police said. 

The woman left her purse 
on a pew when she arrived at 
7:45 am. But when she left 
two hours later, the bag no 
longer held the wallet, which 
contained $25, credit cards 
and her Medicare card. 

The victim called her credit 
card companies to cancel the 
cards, but they had already 
been used to purchase Metro- 
cards in the subway. 

The theft marks at least the 
fifth time criminals have tar- 
geted Brownstone Brooklyn 
churchgoers this year. Rob- 
bers stole a safe stocked with 
$350 — a portion of Sunday’s 
collection — from the Old 


First Reformed Church on 
Seventh Avenue and Carroll 
Street, sometime after services 
on March 26. 

In February, thieves pil- 
fered the poor boxes at Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus, Mary and St. 
Stephan in Carroll Gardens. 
Police arrested a man who 
raided the purse of an employ- 
ee at the First Baptist Church 
on Schermerhom Street the 
same month. 

And although nothing was 
stolen, a church secretary at 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
in Fort Greene opened a hate- 
filled letter stuffed with a 
white powder in early March. 

Roll-back attack 

A gun-totting thug attacked 
a trucker on Flatbush Avenue 
when the driver refused his ef- 
forts to swindle $700 through 


a bogus fender-bender claim, 
police said. 

The 48-year-old trucker 
stopped his rig at a light at 
Seventh Avenue around 12:45 
pm on May 16. Suddenly the 
man in the car behind him be- 
gan honking the hom and 
waving frantically, claiming 
the tractor-trailer rolled back 

The trucker got out to in- 
spect the damage — which 
wasn’t immediately evident 
— and the trickster repeated 
his demand for $700. The 
driver said he didn’t have the 
cash, but would provide his 
insurance information. 

That didn’t satisfy the sec- 
ond driver. The thug got out of 
his car and walked up to the 
truck cab, waiving a gun. 
When he reached the victim, 


the brute tore at his shirt, try- 
ing to pull him from the cab. 
The attacker then grabbed the 
keys from the big rig and ran 
back to his car and drove off. 

The victim described the 
gunman as a black man, 6- 
foot-1, dressed in a gray 
sweatshirt. He and a passen- 
ger, also a black man, were 
driving a silver car. 

Purse snatch 

A man robbed two room- 
mates walking on First Street, 
near Fourth Avenue, on May 
14, police said. 

The thug ran up behind the 
victims as they wandered to- 
ward Third Avenue at 5:15 
pm. He threw the 30-year-old 
woman to the ground, 
grabbed her bag and jumped 
into a nearby car while the 
29-year-old witness watched 
in horror. The Coach bag held 
ID and gift certificates, but no 

The victim, who suffered 
bruises on her hands, and the 


witness described the robber 
as a Hispanic man, 5-foot-9, 
with long, wavy dark hair, 
dressed that day in gray pants, 
a white shirt and a red hat. 
They also recorded the license 
plate of the black VW in 
which the thief fled. 

Thief thwarted 

A quick-thinking restaurant 
worker caught and held a 
would-be robber in a Fifth Av- 
enue eatery until police ar- 
rived on May 21. 

The thief wandered into the 
restaurant near Lincoln Place 
around 2 pm and asked to use 
the bathroom. On his way to 
the can, the man grabbed the 
purse of a 25-year-old em- 
ployee from behind the bar 
and tried to take it along. 

That’s when the 28-year- 
old hero sprung into action. 
He blocked the man’s way to 
the bathroom then locked the 
restaurant’s doors to keep him 
from fleeing. 

Police found a 4-1/4-inch 


knife on the thief and recov- 
ered the purse, a Brooklyn In- 
dustries bag that held a cell- 
phone, a pink mini iPod, plus 
credit cards and $33 in a 
Louis Vuitton wallet. The 26- 
year-old suspect now faces 
grand larceny charges. 

Mystery attack 

All it takes is a glace to set 
some people off. 

That appeared to be the sit- 
uation on May 20, as a 45- 
year-old man made his way 
along Eighth Avenue. As the 
victim neared Third Street at 
10:15 am, a stranger shouted, 
“What the f — k you looking 
at?” and proceeded to smash 
the man over the head with a 
glass bottle. 

The victim, who suffered a 
small cut on his shoulder and 
a bruised noggin, described 
the attacker in detail: he was a 
Hispanic man with pimply 
skin, 5-feet-4 and 150 pounds, 
dressed that day in jeans and a 
bluejacket. 
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Memorial Day Special 

Free Manicure if Highlights are done 


Single Process Color $29.99 + up 
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'DaVinci Code' protest 

Teens mock as Catholics picket movie 
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By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A group of Catholics 
protested at the first 
screening of “The DaVinci 
Code” in Bay Ridge last 
week, only to find them- 
selves subject to a counter- 
protest (of sorts) by some 
high school kids. 

In the controversial movie, 
Tom Hanks plays a museum 
curator who discovers “the 
greatest cover-up in human 
history” — namely, that Mary 
Magdalene was the wife of Je- 
sus Christ and bore his chil- 

According to the Bible, 
Magdalene and Jesus were 
just friends. 

The protest in front of the 
recently saved Alpine Theater 
was one of an estimated 1,000 
nationwide that were organized 
by the American Society for 
the Defense of Tradition, Fam- 
ily and Property. 

“Stop blasphemy! ‘The 
DaVinci Code’ Mocks Our 
Lord Jesus Christ and His 
Church,” read one sign on the 
Alpine Theater picket line. 

Its holder, James Ryan, said 
the protesters felt the need to 
stand in front of the theater 
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James Ryan, left, holds a placard de- 
noncing "The DaVinci Code" outside 
the Alpine Theater last week. Above, 
teens Nick Buckley and Omar Mourad 
hold their "protest" signs. 
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“because we think [the film] is 
sacrilegious in the way it 
treats Jesus. We’re Catholics 
and we don’t like to see him 
defamed.” 

“DaVinci Code” author 
Dan Brown has said that that 
“defamation” is nothing but a 
fiction created for his book — 
but that didn’t persuade the 
protesters. 

“There are weak-minded 
people out there who believe 
the story is true,” said Rosario 
D’Albis, an admitted Tom 
Hanks fan. 

The rosary-bead-fingering, 


Hail-Mary-chanting protesters 
were having the desired effect 
upon three ‘tweens waiting to 
see “Poseidon.” 

“I haven’t seen ‘The 
DaVinci Code,’ but [now] I 
don’t want to — I’m Christ- 


peers had a distinctly more 
secularist point of view. 

Nick Buckley, 18, held up a 
sign satirizing the protesters: 
“Every time you watch ‘The 
DaVinci Code,’ Jesus cries.” 
“It’s just a movie,” he 
laughed. “We were just walk- 


and bought poster board and 
markers and made signs.” 

His buddy Omar Mourad, 
17, was also in on the fun, car- 
rying a sign that read, “ ‘The 
DaVinci Code’ is evil.” 

AMC, the owners of the 
Alpine, had no comment on 
the squabble, but as they say 
in show business, there’s no 
such thing as bad publicity: 
“The DaVinci Code” opened 
with a $77-miliion weekend. 
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The U.S. Army recruiting Station outside Nathan' 
ing studio for the oral history of the amusement 
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A tin-roofed Coney Is- 
land war machine is on its 
way to becoming a time 
machine. 

The family that built and 
operates the neighborhood’s 
biggest amusement empire 
wants to convert a battered 
U.S. Army Recruiting Center 
on Stillwell Avenue into a 
recording studio for the oral 
history of one of Brooklyn’s 
most-historic, and certainly its 
freakiest, areas. 

“People have so many mem- 
ories to share about the Cy- 
clone, the Winder Wheel and 
well, everything that happened 
under the Boardwalk, too,” said 
Coney Island Voices founder 
Carol Albert, whose father-in- 
law took bought the legendary 
Cyclone coaster in the 1960s. 

The black tin shack has stood 


in the middle of Stillwell Av- 
enue for as long as anyone can 
remember. Although it was an 
active recruiting station until 
last year, it is mostly known as 
an obstruction to the annual hot 
dog-eating contest at Nathan’s 

The recruiters’ relocation to 
a nearby storefront has paved 
the way for their old station to 
be, well, paved. 

A source said the Coney Is- 
land Voices “studio” would be 
mobile so it could be tucked 
away to accommodate the 
overflow crowds at the annual 
July 4 frankfest. 

Before anything can hap- 
pen, though, Coney Island 
Voices will need approval 
from the city Department of 
Transportation, which techni- 
cally owns the roadway shack. 

— Ariella Cohen 


HELP! CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS REGENTS 


Over 95,000 Books Sold! 

HIGH MARKS: REGENTS CHEMISTRY MADE EASY! 

- BY SHARON WELCHER $10.95 

(College Teacher, Chairperson & Teacher of High School review Courses) 
Easy Review Book with hundreds of questions and solutions for new Regents 

f&Eh HIGH MARKS: REGENTS PHYSICS MADE EASY! 

- BY SHARON WELCHER $12.95 

Easy Review Book with hundreds of questions and solutions for new Regents 


Available at leading book stores or call 718 271 7466 
www.HighMarkslnSchool.com 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 




• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance covera 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


| *0NLY $495 
] FOR DENTURE! 

I Limited Time Offer 
j ‘with a puchase of MDI 



Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th Street - Bay Ridge 

www. oraldentalcare. com 
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A reunion beautification 


O N THE DAY OF the 
30th high school re- 
union of the Walden 
School (a progressive private 
school on the Upper West 
Side that no longer exists), 
Smartmom spent many hours 
beautifying at the Frajean Sa- 
lon on Seventh Avenue 

But even Stephen and the 
staff at the full-service hair sa- 
lon/spa could not make her 
look like herself at 17, a hip- 
pie wannabe who longed to 
sing like Joni Mitchell. 

The first order of business 
was highlights. Looking like 
Hellraiser with tin foil sticking 
out of her head, Smartmom 
laughed. In high school, she 
was the brown-haired girl 
with big brown eyes that all 


SMART 

mom 

By Louise Crawford 



the boys wanted to be friends 
with, while Smartmom’s best 
friend was the blonde beauty 
whom all the boys wanted to 
sleep with. 

But for the reunion, Smart- 
mom would have blonde 
highlights! She knew that 
would throw her old high 
school friends for a loop. 


e would recog- 


Maybe no 
nize her. 

After the highlights, Smart- 
mom went downstairs for a 
waxing in a room with bright 
examination lights and “sooth- 
ing” New Age music. Hot 
Wax Lady used boiling wax to 
shape Smartmom’s eyebrows 
(no Frida Kahlo unibrow like 


in high school) and rip off 
(ouch) the old-lady hairs that 
grow from her chin and make 
her feel like the witch in 
Hansel and Gretel. 

Then it was time for her toes 
and feet, which had to look 
beautiful because she was 
wearing gold metallic sandals 
that made her look six feet tall. 
She may have been short in 
high school, but 30 years later, 
she’d be an Amazon. 

The haircut and styling 
came next. After the cut, 
Smartmom watched nervous- 
ly as Stephen got out his hair 
curler from the bottom shelf. 

“Please, I don’t want Farrah 
Fawcett hair,” Smartmom 
warned. 

“But the 1970s are very big 
right now,” Stephen said. 


“Yeah, but Walden wasn’t 
that kind of ’70s,” Smartmom 
said. “We were very natural 
back then. We didn’t use 
make-up, or even shave our 
legs.” 

This piqued the attention of 
Stephen’s 20-ish assistant. 

“You didn’t wear make- 
up?” she said, shocked. 

C LEARLY, SHE WAS 
too young to know of 
a time when women 
burned their bras and rebelled 
against the feminine mystique. 

Finally, Stephen applied the 
make-up. It made Smartmom 
so nervous that she thought 
she’d throw up — but as he 
applied a smooth layer of 
foundation, he slowly erased 
See MOM on page 5 


Berkeleyga^roll 


Creative 

ARTS 

PROCMH 

at Berkeley Carroll 

At Berkeley Carroll’s Creative Arts Program 

boys and girls 8-14 years old develop their talents in 
art, music, dance, and theater. Staff is selected for 
artisitic and professional accomplishments as well as 
their experience working with children. Group and 
individual sports include baseball, soccer, basketball, 
and many others. Swimming instruction is offered in 
the school's 75-foot swimming pool and is taught 
by qualified instructors. 

Sessions run from July 5 to August 3. There are 
a few openings still available, but they are filling 
up quickly. Call or email today. 


Contact Marlene Clary 
718-789-6060 x6540 
mclary@berkeleycarroll.org 

181 Lincoln Place in Park Slope, Brooklyn 
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Different activities daily 
Experienced staff 
weekly & monthly sessions 
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Enroll notu for 
2006-2007 School Year 

C-Bay Hebrew 
Sunday School 


Cha/C/ub 

Kindergarten Kids 


unday morning, 9-ll:30an 


NO SYNAGOGUE MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED 

117 Remsen St., Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 596-4840 ext. 40 


ART FOR KIDS 


theartistryproj 

•After school programs •Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me 'Weekend workshops 

www.theartistryproject.com 

718-858-0217 

1 85 Sackett Street Free trial for new students 

between Henry and Hicks See our website for details 




Dn Sculpting, Puppets, 


DRUM LESSONS 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


718-768-3804 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 


IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718-693-0583 


Math Tutor Masters Degre 


ing Computer Science). Call (718) 
837-8626 or (646) 263-1038. Ask 
for Raymond Andree. Very rea- 


To advertise in 
The Brooklyn Papers' 
Family Classifieds 
please call (718) 834-9350 



Jhlggs 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


O 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 
•Cj Exclusive outdoor facilities 
PH Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Summer Program Available 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Gear up for a Recording Adventure! 

teens learn music recording with a pro 



• Full or half-day session in a working studio 

• Small groups for maximum participation 

• Particpants leave with a CD they recorded 

• Taught by veteran musician/producer Paul Guzzone 

• In Dumbo, Brooklyn, 2 blocks from F train 



Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 


'Providing quality preschool 
education and childcare" 


Register Now For 2006-2007 School Year 
Children of all Ethnic & 
CulturalBackgrounds Welcome 


122 Pierrepont Street 
m at Clinton St. 

. Brooklyn, New York 112< 

718-403-9516 

rw.brooklynchildren.org 


6 months through 5 year olds 

Full and Part lime Programs 

Year Round Childcare 

Extended Hours for Working Parents 

Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

Music & Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Full Licensed and Registered 


Nature OrIeimtecI, PhysicAlly ActIve 
O uidooR, TRAVEliiMq DAy Camp 

26 years of Experienced, Carefully Chosen, Adult Staff 

& 



DAiLy Ttiips to: 


Swim at a lake, pool or the beach. Weekly hikes 
through native forests. Trips to Museums, Zoos, 
Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame PL 

FlExiblE ScheduL: 7, 4, 5 or 6 weeks. 

J, 4 or 5 days a week. 

EARly dnop'otf (8 am) ANd Late pick up (6pM) AVAiUble 

Ages 5 to 1 1 years 


Park Slope • (718) 768-6419 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is proud to present 

First Class 
Day Care 

167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2.6-6 


Z Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 
Z New York State Certified teachers 
Z Arts & Crafts 
Z Computers in Classrooms 
✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
Z Enrichment Programs 
Z Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


Z Fully Air Conditioned 
Z Indoor Gym 
Z Integrated Program 
Z Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 
Z Reading Readiness 
Z Safe and Nurtuing er, 

Z Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aoI.com 



This Week’s Workshops 


Decoupage for Adults Tue, 5/30 
Painting for Kids Wed, 5/31 

Intro to Drawing for Adults Thur, 6/1 
Intro to Silver Art Clay Fri, 6/2 
(Pre-registration required) 


MIX IT UP! I Now enrolling for September, 2006 



At KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills 
and techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 

Afterschool classes 
Private Parties 
Fun & learning for ages 6-13 


Classes meet at 170 Hicks St. 
in Brooklyn Heights 
To register, call Jane at (718) 797-0029 



JEWISH PRESCHOOL 




Warm, loving, experienced care for babies, 
toddlers and young children up to 5 years. 

2 more slots left for oor 3 & 4 yr o 


KidsEsHM 


In the heart of Brooklyn Heights - Close to all transportation 
Call Shternie Raskin for a tour: (718) 596-4840 x25 






















May 27, 2006 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com • (718) 834-9350 


AWP 5 


MOM 

Continued from page 4 
30 years of stress from her 

Gone were the lines from 30 
years of laughing and crying; 
the dark rings under her eyes 
from a cumulative loss of 
sleep from all-nighters at col- 
lege, 3 am breast-feedings and 
overheated arguments with 
Hepcat about money; the 
crows-feet next to her eyes 
that made her think of her 
mother; the scowly lines next 
to her mouth from feeling so 
much disapproval and pain; 
her sallow complexion from 
spending too many hours star- 
ing at her computer. 

STEPHEN 
done, Smart- 
looked great. 
But later when she and Hepcat 
took the F-train to the reunion, 
she realized that she had spent 
more than $300 for an impossi- 
ble goal: she could never look 
like she did 30 years ago be- 
cause she wasn’t the same per- 
son as she was 30 years ago. 

The reunion passed by in a 
blur of open-hearted, Caber- 
net-fueled conversation. Most 
of her former classmates — fi- 
nancial wizards, psychothera- 
pists, writers, lawyers, envi- 
ronmentalists, an op-ed editor 
of a national newspaper, an 
opera singer and a dress de- 
signer — seemed to be doing 
what they wanted to do. 
Everyone looked great (even 
if the men had lost most of 
their hair) and were as idealis- 
tic as ever — products of a 
school that taught them to 
question authority and make a 
difference in the world. 

Smartmom was moved to 
tears (and skunk eyes from 
smudged eyeliner) when 
Opera Singer (the aforemen- 
tioned blond best friend) sang 
“Our Love is Here to Say,” 
and got flirtatious with some 
of the boys she had liked back 

Later, in the cab back to 
Brooklyn, Smartmom thought 
about how much had gone on 
since graduation: there was 
college, a career, Smartmom 
and Hepcat’s trip cross-coun- 
try in a 1963 Ford Galaxy; 
their wedding on a rainy day 
in July; the birth of Teen Spirit 
and the Oh So Feisty One in a 
Manhattan hospital. 

B ACK IN 1976, you 
could get a brown- 
stone on Garfield 
Place for less than $20,000. It 
was before the AIDS crisis, 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, Bill 
Clinton, Bill Gates, Bush 1, 
Bush 2, cellphones, compact 
discs, Jimmy Carter, the In- 
tifada (1 and 2), the iPod, the 
L.A. riots, SUVs and Tianan- 
men Square. 

Obviously, Smartmom knew 
she could never return to her 
17- year-old self in the same 
way that the world can never 
go back to the way it used to 
be. 

And then she understood: a 
high-school reunion is sup- 
posed to be a time to honor 
who you were then and re- 
spect who you are now. 

And if Smartmom looked 
30 years older that was OK. 
Everyone else did, too. 



Ode 
to the 
kids 

The Brooklyn Papers 

On occasion, The 
Brooklyn Papers invites its 
readers to share their par- 
enting experiences — in 
verse! For the second 
time, Bay Ridge reader 
Tony Boutique, the father 
of twin 2-year-old girls, 
offers his take in a poem 
called, “The Kids”: 

The kids have got to go 

To your mom's for the week- 
end. 

They 're soaked in urine and 
cherry icee 

And that baking-soda exper- 

Has been a failure. 

Tell that jerk at the pre- 
school to try it on his own kids. 

Everything is sticky, 

My pant leg is glued to the 
refrigerator door. 

I think it is caramel. 

The kids have got to go. 


CELEBRATE 

BROOKLYN! 

BEGINS JUNE 15 WITH 



PARK SLOPE WINDSOR TERRACE BAY RIDGE 
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Our Camp 


• Variety of programs for 
campers age 4 1 / , to 14 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 


• Free morning transportation 
from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 

• Established 1992 


New this year! 

Young 

Leaders 

Program 



Brooklyn Heights 

JEWISH 
SPORTS ACADEMY 

June 26th - August 11th 
At: The Hannah Senesh School - 215 Pacific St. 
Ages: 5-9 

Specialists in Supervised & Instructional: 

Swimming. Sweep & Tennis 

Judaic Study • Karate • Computers • Film Making 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

DATES: 

Session - !: June 26th - July 7th 
Session 2: July 10th - July 21st 
Session 3: July 24th - August 4th 
Session 4 (1 week only): August 7th - 11th 

TIMES £ FEES 

Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $450 per session (last session is $225) 
Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

Contact: Simcha (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15 
Jewishrevolution@aol.com 


Better Brooklyn Community Center 

Summer Enrichment Camp 2006 


academic enrichment + gymnastics + dance + art + 
band + rockclimbing + horseback riding + bowling + 
ture + swimming + athletic sports + special events 

= a FUN learning experience 
for children from 4 to 15 years old! 



• Weekly field trips to fun and cultural venues 

• Outdoor pool; Instructional Swim 

• Daily lunch & snacks 

• Mature, experienced, and licensed staff 

• A quality experience with affordable rates 

Licensed by NYC Department of Health 


Choose from 2 - 8 weeks _ 

Session #1 July 3-14 | 9:00am - 5:00pm 

Session #2 July 17-28 
Session #3 July 31 -Aug 1 1 
Session #4 Aug 14-25 

ACD, HRA, Transit vouchers accepted 

718-624-1992 ext. 10 + www.bkcenter.org 

Camp Main Office: 408 Jay Street @ Fulton Street 


Early Drop 8am 
Late Stay 6:00pm 


Beth Elohiin 

Sonua|^Can,p s 

A Camp For All Ages 

Summer 2006 



JTERRIFIC 

wr.» two's 

CLASSES 

Our popular pre-nursery program 
for your toddler, accompanied by 
a parent or caregiver. 


“I” PRE-SCHOOL 

Full & Half Day programs, Professional 
Staff, Fully equipped classrooms, 
Swimming in Temple pool, 

Weekly Trips for full day 4 & 5 yr. olds 


1st Through ELEMENTARY 

4th Grade pjty ^ 

Full day program. Recreational & 
Instructional swim daily in Temple pool, 
Active outdoor sports, arts & crafts, 
nature, gymnastics and music. 

Trips twice a week in & around NYC 



MOVIN'ON 

TRAVEL CAMP 


Five days of trips 
Swimming in Temple Pool 
Two (3 day) overnights 
Mature, qualified staff 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

Garfield Temple D’rfJK TPl 


8th Ave. & Garfield PI. - Park Slope 

Children of all faiths and ethnic 
backgrounds are welcome! 


For Tots & Pre-School Camp 

call Maura Lorenzen or Jaci Israel at: 

499-6208 

For Elementary & Travel Camp 

call Bobbie Finkelstein at: 

768-3814 x210 


www.congregationbethelohim.org 


Chubby Marty's 
weight-loss pitch 



The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn’s famously over- 
weight borough president 
launched his annual “Light- 
en Up Brooklyn” campaign 
last week by admitting he’s 
not the perfect poster boy for 
weight loss. 

“The messenger may be 
flawed,” Borough President 
Markowitz said, “but the mes- 
sage is a good one: We have an 
obesity epidemic in Brooklyn.” 

For the fifth year, Marko- 
witz put the full force of his 
bully pulpit behind the effort 
to trim down — and even 
grilled up some chicken 
kabobs, asparagus and veggie 
burgers at the “Lighten Up 
Brooklyn” kick-off on Satur- 
day at Borough Hall. 

“If it was a choice between 
spinach and my beloved Devil’s 
food cheesecake at Junior’s, 
you know which would win,” 
he said. “But we have to treat 
that Junior’s cheesecake and 
fast food as an occasional treat.” 

He also urged Brooklynites 
to exercise — again admitting 
to personal failings in that de- 
partment. 

As if on cue, a personal 
trainer from Train Station Fit- 
ness in Bay Ridge — who 
served as her own best adver- 
tising — sidled up to Marko- 
witz and presented him with a 
coupon for unlimited workout 
sessions at the gym. 

Markowitz accepted the 
gift, complimented trainer 
Anna Todaro for providing a 
clear example of the benefit of 
exercise, and departed without 
making any promises. 

Todaro said she hoped 


Markowitz would take advan- 
tage of the chance to get 
sweaty with her at the gym. 

“If he would really commit 
— I mean three sessions a week 
for six weeks — he would look 
like a new man,” she said. 

“And I could give him an 
entirely new body in six 
months.” 

Alas, it does not appear to 
be in the cards: “The only 
thing preventing us from exer- 
cising is us,” Markowitz said, 
admitting that he is his own 

The beep did not, for exam- 
ple, bike to work on Thursday, 
as part of the annual Bike 
Month NYC ride from Grand 


Army Plaza to Borough Hall. 

Although he has participat- 
ed in the past, this year 
Markowitz was waiting at 
Borough Hall with breakfast 
for the bike commuters. 

According to the Depart- 
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, 24 percent of Brook- 
lynites — and nearly 30 per- 
cent of residents of Williams- 
burg, Bushwick, Bedford 
Stuyvesant, and Crown Heights 

Obesity is often cited as the 
culprit in the nation’s increas- 
ing rates of Type II diabetes, 
heart disease and many other 
preventable illnesses. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 


Camp in a park 


By Sharon Seitz 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

If you’ve ever wanted to 
camp out — legally — in a 
city park, now is the time 
to dust off your gear and 
register for the Parks 
Department’s “Under the 
Stars Campout,” June 24. 
In Brooklyn, the camping 
will take place behind the 
Salt Marsh Nature Center 
on Avenue U in Marine 
Park. 

My kids and I have partici- 
pated in prior years, and I urge 
you to do the same with your 
kids. In addition to sleeping 
outside (the sunrise paints the 
salt marsh an incredible gold- 
en yellow in the morning), 
there are guided nature hikes, 
s’mores and other outdoor ac- 

Space is limited. To be con- 
sidered for selection, find the 
registration form at www.nyc- 
govparks.org. Happy trails! 

Sharon Seitz is author of 
"Big Apple Safari for Fami- 
lies, The Urban Park Ran- 
gers' Guide to Nature in 
New York City." 



Author Sharon Seitz's family during last year's legal camp- 
out in a New York City park. 
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Congregation Mount Sinai 

125th Anniversary - 1882 to 2007 


An Invitation to Celebrate Four Events 
All Are Welcome 

SHAVUOT NIGHT LIVE 

Thursday, June 1st, 2006 

Services at 6:30PM, Followed by a Dairy Dinner 
Call Gail for Price & Reservations by 5/25 at 718-875-9124 

THE JEROME MOSHMAN MUSICAL GALA 

“From Mozart to Mazel” 

Sunday, June 4th, 2006 at 4:00PM 

Featuring Cantor Elizabeth Shammash 
and Other Very Special Musical Talents 
Call Gail to Purchase Tickets in Advance for $20 ($25 at the Door) 

Thursday, June 22nd, 2006 
OPEN HOUSE 

from 5:00PM to 7:00PM 

Meet Marlene Antebi our Educational Director and see why 
our Hebrew School is the innovative place your children 
will love to come to learn about their religion. 

Followed by 

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
AND THEIR CAREGIVERS 

From 7:00PM to 8:00PM 

250 Cadman Plaza West, Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201 

(718) 875-9124 • fax:( 718 ) 875-4354 • Email: mountsinai250@aol.com 

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik • Associate Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz 
Cantor Elizabeth Shammash • President Gail Singer 

■ ■ ^ 
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SUMMER VACATION 
CAN START TODAY 


FOR AS LOW AS 




FAMILY MEMBERSHIP JUST $250 


1 » ■ M 



Why wait? Give yourself a head start on summer! Take advantage of special 
summer rates between May 15 and June 30, and enjoy everything your 
neighborhood YMCA has to offer through Labor Day 

Special summer memberships are available at every YMCA of Greater New York 
location. Choose yours at www.ymcanyc.org. 

The sooner you join, the sooner it's summer! 


JOIN™ 

NEIGHBORHOOD YMCA 
FOR THE SUMMER AND 
YOU'LL WANT TO BELONG 
FOR LIFE! 


Memberships valid through September 4, 2006, and are non-transferable. Pr icing may vary at some locations. 
YMCA membership and programs are open to everyone, and financial assistance is made available to those in neer 
Ask for a financial assistance application at your local YMCA. 
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Horrifying home rob in Hurst 


NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

WHERE CRIMES TOOK PLACE 



62nd Precinct 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A Bensonhurst man 
reached his front door and 
was just steps from safety 
when a masked gunman 
appeared behind him on 
May 15. 

The thug rushed the 27- 
year-old man as he entered the 
door of his Benson Avenue 
home near Bay 19th Street 
moments after 11 pm, police 
said. Waving a silver handgun, 
the man pushed him into the 
vestibule and demanded cash. 

A scuffle broke out as the 
victim tried to grab the 
weapon, but the thief regained 
control of the gun, trained it 


on the man’s head and restated 
his demands. The victim 
turned over his pocket cash, 
but the robber insisted that 
wasn’t “enough.” 

The masked man forced the 
terrified resident into his apart- 
ment and made him pull to- 
gether $1,300 before he fled. 

Other than the black mask 
and the silver gun, the victim 
recalled few details about his 
attacker. 

Motorcycle mug 

Police nabbed a motorcycle- 
riding purse-snatcher who 
tricked an elderly woman with 
a plea for directions on May 
17, police said. 

The biker pulled over on 
Avenue O and West Fifth 
Street around 4 pm, got off his 
cycle and walked up to a 73- 
year-old woman on the side- 


walk to ask directions to 
Ocean Parkway. But the mood 
shifted when he made a grab 
for woman’s shoulder bag. 

The trickster yanked on the 
bag’s straps and the feisty vic- 
tim held firm, until the thief 
reached out and scratched her 
face, leaving several cuts. The 
mugger punched her in the 
head and arm for good meas- 
ure, wrenched the purse free 
and fled on two wheels. 

But the motorcycle didn’t 
take him that far. Police soon 
arrested the 49-year-old man 
on robbery charges. 

Evening attack 

A pushy robber attacked a 
73-year-old woman walking 
home from the store on May 
16, police said. 

The mugger rushed the eld- 
erly victim at Avenue O and 


West Seventh Street around 
5:40 pm, pushing her to the 
ground and snatching the 
purse from her grasp. 

The bag held credit cards, 
various identification and $55. 
She described the thief as a 
white man in his mid-40s. 

Cruel compliment 

Police arrested two of the 
three teens who robbed a 13- 
year-old returning home after 
school on May 16. 

The trio of teens surrounded 
the younger girl around 2:30 
pm, as she walked along Av- 
enue S near Van Sicklen 
Street, police said. But what 
began with a compliment end- 
ed as a crime. 

“Nice jacket,” said one 
thief, a 17-year-old girl, who 
then stepped forward and be- 
gan searching the victim’s 


pockets. She held the jacket 
open as another girl helped ri- 
fle the girl’s gear while the 
third thug, a 14-year-old boy, 
blocked the victim’s path and 
insisted, ‘Take her money.” 

They escaped with $23, but 
police tracked down two of the 
thieves. The 14- and 17-year- 
old now face robbery charges. 

$1, no holler 

Call it math for criminals: 
Three on three equaled one. 
One dollar, that is. 

A trio of young teens sur- 
rounded a 12-year-old and two 
of his friends on Kings High- 
way near West Third Street af- 
ter school on May 23 and 
threatened to punch him out if 
he didn’t turn over $1 . 

Fearful — and wise — the 
youngster turned over a single 
dollar bill and the three thugs 


ran off. The leader of the trio 
was described as a dark- 
skinned Hispanic boy about 
14-years-old. 

Big-dollar burg 

A trip to a wedding cost one 
Bensonhurst man far more 
than the price of the gift. 

The 52-year-old victim re- 
turned to his 21st Avenue 
home, near Bath Avenue, 
around 4:30 pm on May 20 to 
find his front door wide open, 
police said. Inside, the lights 
were all turned on and the 
drawers and closets thrown 
open. A bedroom window in 
the back was also open, sug- 
gested an escape route. 

Missing from the home was 
cash and jewelry valued at 
$6,000, police said. 

The 68th Precinct blotter 
will return net week. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Lapskaus, anyone? Bay Ridgites’ Nor- 
wegian roots were exposed last Sunday at 
the annual Norwegian- American 17th of 
May Parade. 

Norwegian-Americans from across the tri- 
state area arrived in traditional Nordic dress, 
waved Norwegian and American flags, and 
cheered as cute children in fjord- worthy boats 
walked alongside marching bands and civic 
groups on Fifth Avenue between 89th Street and 
Leif Ericson Park. 

This salute to Nordic heritage has been held 
since 1952 in Bay Ridge, once the epicenter of 
Norwegian immigration to the United States. 
Eighth Avenue was once popularly known as 
“Lapskaus Boulevard,” after the beloved Nor- 
wegian salted meat stew. 

The parade was marred only by the absence 
of a Miss Norway, who could not be selected 
this year because of a dearth of daughters of 
Vikings. Parade organizers hope the glaring ab- 
sence will inspire a wave of contestants next 

— Dana Rubinstein 


Attendees of Sunday's Norwegian Day Parade on Fifth Av- 
enue (above) salute the Fjord Warrior (left) as it "floats" along 
the street. The parade has been held in the Ridge since 1952. 


Norwegians 
on parade 
without 
their 'Miss’ 



All Senior Living 
Is Not Created Equal 


At Sunrise Senior Living our vision is 
to champion quality of life for all seniors. 
Our homelike living environments are 
beautiful beyond compare. Cozy commu- 
nity areas, like the Bistro, invite residents 
to share lively chats with friends — maybe 
even with Sinatra playing on the juke- 
box. Group outings are scheduled every 
day, but relaxing quietly with a favorite 
novel before a bright, sunny window is 
always an option. 


Since no two seniors are alike, we offer 
a variety of lifestyle options, personalized 
amenities and services. Here residents 
enjoy supportive health care by a 
licensed home care service agency. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see 
what unique things we do that make 
each of our communities a place seniors 
can call home. 


For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit 
www.sunriseseniorliving.com 

Sunrise of Staten Island Coming Soon 


Sunrise . W l-*™ 

Senior Living \ f MkJLcj* Ctfridr SpomBS 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 718-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 71 8-616-1850 2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 

wwtv.sunriseseniorliving.com 


Perry quits race 

Way down in polls, assemblyman drops out 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Battered in the polls, 
unknown throughout much 
of the district, weak at rais- 
ing money, and trailing in 
endorsements. Assembly- 
man Nick Perry has quietly 
dropped out of the race to 
succeed Rep. Major Owens. 

The Crown Heights law- 
maker (below) would have 
been forced to give up his safe 
assembly seat to mn in the 
11th congressional dis- 
trict, so bailing ou 
now and mnning 
for re-election will 
almost certainly 
spare him the 
chore of looking 

1116 remaining 
candidates — 
state Sen. Carl An- 
drews (D-Crown 
Heights), City Coun- 
cilwoman Yvette Clarke 
(D-Crown Heights), Chris 
Owens, and City Councilman 
David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) — issued nearly 
identical statements praising 


THE FIGHTIN’ 
ELEVENTH! 



Perry, despite a campaign that 
was widely acknowledged to 
have never gotten off the 
ground. 

Perry did not return calls 
from The Brooklyn Papers. 

A source actively involved 
in the race told The Papers 
that Perry “was always the 
least-informed candi- 
late, no matter 
where the forum 
was or what the 

Perry drew the 
ire of the dis- 
trict’s large gay 
and lesbian pop- 
ulation because 

Br he said he personal- 
' ly opposed gay mar- 
riage, but would fight 
ror it in Congress. 

“As you might imagine, we 
are not shedding any tears about 
his departure,” said Christopher 
Murray, co-president of the 
Lambda Independent Democ- 
rats, a gay political club. 


Another insider added: 
“This race will be won or lost 
on who can expand his or her 
base. And Nick Perry could 
not do that.” 

If Perry had any support at 
all, it was centered in the dis- 
trict’s Caribbean-American com- 
munity. His departure leaves 
Clarke as the only Caribbean- 
American in the race. 

“I don’t take anything for 
granted, so I’m going to work 
for [the Caribbean vote],” 
Clarke told The Papers. “And 
hopefully it will accrue to me.” 

Perry told the New York 
Times that he would soon en- 
dorse one of “the three candi- 

When reminded that there 
are four candidates remaining, 
Perry said he would only con- 
sider endorsing a black candi- 

The departure of Perry, while 
expected, creates a headache for 
Yassky, who is the lone white 
candidate. 

“With one less black candi- 
date in there, there’ll be less 
vote-splitting within the black 
community,” said one insider. 
“That hurts David.” 

The 11th district is roughly 


25 percent white, 60 percent 
black and 12 percent Hispanic. 

Many blacks — and some 
liberal whites — have said 
that Yassky should not be run- 
ning in a majority-black dis- 
trict once represented by 
Shirley Chisholm. 

One white district leader, 
Alan Fleishman, urged the lib- 
eral Independent Neighbor- 
hood Democrats not to en- 
dorse Yassky, but the club did 
anyway. 

But Fleishman was more 
persuasive with the Central 
Brooklyn Independent De- 
mocrats, which last week en- 
dorsed Owens. 
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Home for actors. 



homeless 

City officials, real-estate devel- 
opers, advocates for the home- 
less and drama enthusiasts 
broke ground this week on what 
might be termed a ground- 
breaking Downtown develop- 
ment. Schermerhorn House, as 
the building (left) will be known, 
will rise 1 1 stories on Schermer- 
horn Street between Smith and 
Bond streets, and include 217 
subsidized apartments reserved 
for the homeless as well as ac- 
tors who can't afford Jennifer 
Connelly's Prospect Park West 
digs. The affordable apartments 
will be subsidized by an addi- 
tional 233 units of market-rate 
housing. The building, a pro- 
duction of the Actors' Fund and 
Common Ground, will also in- 
clude a small theater. — Cohen 


Perry-less! 

Assemblyman drops out of race 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Battered in the polls, 
unknown throughout much 
of the district, weak at rais- 
ing money, and trailing in 
endorsements. Assembly- 
man Nick Perry has quietly 
dropped out of the race to 
succeed Rep. Major Owens. 

The Crown Heights law- 
maker (below) would have 
been forced to give up his safe 
assembly seat to ran in 
the 11th congres- 
sional district, 
bailing 

and running for 
re-election will 
almost certainly 
spare him the 
chore of look- 
ing for a job 
next year. 

The remaining 
candidates — W 
state Sen. Carl ^ 
Andrews (D-Crown 
Heights), City Coun- 
cilwoman Yvette Clarke 
(D-Crown Heights), Chris 
Owens, and City Councilman 
David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) — issued nearly 
identical statements praising 
Perry, despite a campaign that 
was widely acknowledged to 
have never gotten off the 
ground. 

Perry did not return calls 
from The Brooklyn Papers. 


THE FIGHTIN’ 
ELEVENTH! 


A source actively involved 
in the race told The Papers 
that Perry “was always the 
least-informed candidate, no 
matter where the forum was 
or what the topic was.” 

Perry drew the ire of the 
district’s large gay and lesbian 
population because he 
said he personally 
opposed gay mar- 
riage, but would 
fight for it in 
Congress. 

“As you might 
imagine, we are 
not shedding 
any tears about 
his departure,” 
said Christopher 
Murray, co-presi- 
dent of the Lambda In- 
dependent Democrats, a 
gay political club. 

Another insider added: 
“This race will be won or lost 
on who can expand his or her 
base. And Nick Perry could 
not do that.” 

If Perry had any support at 
all, it was centered in the dis- 
trict’s Caribbean-American com- 
munity. His departure leaves 
Clarke as the only Caribbean- 
American in the race. 

“I don’t take anything for 


granted, so I’m going to work 
for [the Caribbean vote],” 
Clarke told The Papers. “And 
hopefully it will accme to me.” 

Perry told the New York 
Times that he would soon en- 
dorse one of “the three candi- 
dates still in the race.” 

When reminded that there 
are four candidates remaining, 
Perry said he would only con- 
sider endorsing a black candi- 

The departure of Perry, while 
expected, creates a headache for 
Yassky, who is the lone white 
candidate. 

“With one less black candi- 
date in there, there’ll be less 
vote-splitting within the black 
community,” said one insider. 
“That hurts David.” 

The 11th district is roughly 
25 percent white, 60 percent 
black and 12 percent Hispanic. 

Many blacks — and some 
liberal whites — have said 
that Yassky should not be run- 
ning in a majority-black dis- 
trict once represented by 
Shirley Chisholm. 

One white district leader, 
Alan Fleishman, urged the lib- 
eral Independent Neighbor- 
hood Democrats not to en- 
dorse Yassky, but the club did 
anyway. 

But Fleishman was more 
persuasive with the Central 
Brooklyn Independent De- 
mocrats, which last week en- 
dorsed Owens. 
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both sides of 
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Save up to $25 on a Brooklyn car rental 
when you use your American Express® Card! 

Get $25 off a weekly car rental or up to $20 off a weekend car rental with Avis in Brooklyn. 
Just call 718-522-7407 or visit avis.com to make a reservation. Be sure to use the corresponding 
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FOR THE RECORD... 


Correction 

Due to an editing error, an 
article (“P’pect Park adding 
WiFi,” May 20) suggested that 
Park Slope author David Shenk 
(“Data Smog”) was consider- 
ing purchasing a Blackberry 
device. 

It turns out that Shenk was 
shopping for the device as a 
gift for his father, not for him- 
self. The Brooklyn Papers re- 
grets the error. 


Correction 

Due to an editing error, a 
picture caption (“City charges 
architect with super-sizing his 
designs,” April 22) incorrectly 
reported architect Robert Sca- 
rano was being investigated by 
the Department of Buildings 
for his design of the Cobble 
Hill budding, The Arches. The 
city is investigating several 
other Scarano buildings, but 
not The Arches. The Brooklyn 
Papers regrets the error. 


«§SATNICK 


We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine giftware 
at prices to fit every budget. 

^ISP 

FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 



Hartley F. Satnick 
The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • SHaUxl 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 




Luciano's 

for Dinner 


• Pasta Bar 
•9” Pizzas 

• Salads 


• Soup 

• Panini 
Combos 


PLUS: Catering and Private Parties 
FREE LOCAL LUNCH DELIVERY $ h 

15 Metrotech Center 

Downtown Brooklyn 

718.855.6668 

Mon-Fri: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner' 



World-Class 
Reproductive ( 
Medicine 


In the world 
of high-tech 
fertility treatment, 
understanding all the 
options available can I 
be daunting. 

At Genesis, we want you 
to focus on your dreams, 
while we focus on the medicine. 



If you are trying to have a baby, the solution 
to your problem may be easier than you imagine. 

Richard V. Grazi MD and David B. Seifer MD 
are participating providers of Aetna, Blue Cross, 
Cigna, GHI, Oxford, The Empire Plan and United 
Health Care. 

^ 1 355 84th Street 

~\ a S’ Brooklyn, NY 1 1 228 

CTC 1 Tel: 71 8 - 283 - 8600 

t J a ^ r ^' www.genesisfertility.com 


DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN'S 

Air Conditioner 
Headquarters 



Featuring: Friedrich, G.E., 
LG, and Westpointe 


Jhuel/a£uz 




AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 

YJe AppreciateYour Business! 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 

Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • mHHI 




The Most 

Memorable Funeral 


Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 

Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford 

l iv 'J a 



Loose 

Dentures? ■ 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 1 ! 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, 

then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 



■‘P 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical proced ure? 

• No sutures, nor the typical months 6T healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


healing. , 


f *0NLY $495 1 Call today for your FREE Consultation 

j FOR DENTURE! j 718-833-6895 

I Limited Time Offer | 461 77th street _ Bay Rjdge 
[_ _ ™ th _^ J www.oraldentalcare.com 
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Hurst to city: Save our neighborhood 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Is the Bensonhurst that 
spawned the Three Stoog- 
es, Harvey Fierstein and 
Larry King a thing of the 
past? 

Not if its old-time residents 
have anything to do about it 

Bensonhurst residents, en- 
raged by an onslaught of de- 
velopment, rallied at a town 
hall meeting last week to de- 
mand that the city downzone 
more of their neighborhood. 

Part of the area was placed 
off-limits to large buildings 
last year, but the area north of 
Bay Parkway and west of 
Stillwell Avenue still remains 


a development free-for-all. 

“They did half a job — you 
can’t save half a neighbor- 
hood,” said Assemblyman 
William Colton (D-Benson- 
hurst) at a meeting packed 
with about 100 concerned — 
and graying — residents. 

“We’re turning into a mini- 
Manhattan,” lamented Mary 
Placanica, who has lived in 
Bensonhurst for 24 years. 
“This was once a quaint little 
community, and now we have 
these tall eyesores that don’t 
conform with the rest of the 
community.” 

It’s not just a question of 
aesthetics. 

Residents charge that 
overdevelopment has in- 



creased congestion on their 
streets, reduced the number of 
available parking spaces, over- 
burdened their sewers and 
schools, and led to unkosher 
building practices. 

“These big buildings... af- 
fect almost everything that is 
important to quality of life of 
people — and we have to do 
something,” said Colton, who 
unveiled a four-pronged ap- 
proach that would downzone 
the rest of Bensonhurst, in- 
crease the number of building 
inspectors, limit some archi- 
tects’ right to “self-certify” 
their designs, and increase 
fines for building violations. 

City officials said they had 
not seen the plan. And then 
initial response was not en- 


couraging. 

For one, the city has no im- 
minent plans to downzone 
more of the neighborhood. 

“We just did a 120-block re- 
zoning in that area” in June 
2005, said Jennifer Torres, a 
spokeswoman for the Depart- 
ment of City Planning. 

“We don’t currently have 
any plans to study any more 
areas of Bensonhurst.” 

The response from the De- 
partment of Buildings wasn’t 
too promising, either. 

“We are always amenable 
to receiving funds to hire 
more inspectors,” said depart- 
ment spokeswoman Jennifer 

She also called Colton’s 
plan to get rid of self-certifica- 


tion unworkable. 

“Professional certification is 
a commonly used practice 
throughout the country,” said 

Colton’s call for increased 
fines for violations would re- 
quire City Council approval. 

But Bensonhurst residents 
are far from giving up — 
they’re too angry for that. 

“I five in this area, and 
we’re seeing the devastation 
that’s being done to these 
beautiful homes,” said Mary. 
“I look out my window. At one 
point, we could see the Ver- 
razano Bridge and parts of 
Manhattan. Now, we can’t see 
anywhere — all you see is 
buildings destroying our 


Can you dig it? 

Ground broken for Telecom annex 


A panoply of Brooklyn pols — includ- 
ing Borough President Markowitz (at cen- 
ter, left) and City Councilman Vince Gen- 
tile (D-Bay Ridge) (second from left) — 
shovel the first spades of dirt at the ground- 
breaking for an annex at Telecommunica- 
tion High School in Bay Ridge. The annex 
— re-designed after some local historic 
preservation groups complained that the 
original glass-and-steel design was out-of- 
step with the classical high school — will 
help relieve rampant overcrowding in area 
schools. Telecommunication HS students 
have been using mobile traders in the park 
across the street and Fort Hamilton High 
School nearby is also above capacity. The 
annex wdl cost an estimated $20 million. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



Hey Brooklyn! 
Visit Brooklyn! 



The Wonder Wheel in Coney Island as seen from the water. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Lucky Brooklynites can get the thrill of 
a lifetime — an all-expenses-paid week- 
end in Brooklyn! 

Brooklyn Brewery’s second annual “Brook- 
lyn Vacation” sweepstakes is now taking entries 
— and Brooklynites are being invited to partici- 
pate in hopes of winning the VIP tour of their 
home borough. 

Brewery President Steve Hindy encouraged 
Brooklynites to enter the home-borough contest 
because “most of them have never been to 
Coney Island. . . or the Brewery.” 

Yet three of last year’s 10 winners were resi- 
dents of Brooklyn — and “all had a great time 
in their backyard, just a subway ride away [from 
their homes],” Hindy said. 


This year, 15 winners, plus five of their 
friends, will receive door-to-door limousine 
service to a beer tasting and tour at the Brewery 
in Wdliamsburg followed by a trip to the origi- 
nal weekend get-away at Coney Island and VIP 
tour of the New York Aquarium. 

All this will be topped off with a game at 
Keyspan Park, where one lucky grand- 
prizewinner will be awarded a free vacation in 
the Caribbean on Princess Cruise Lines for him- 
self and a guest. 

If Brooklynites want to get in on this 
“chance-of-a-lifetime” vacation in their own 
back yard, they should submit their entry forms 
soon. Entry forms (which are available at beer 
distributors all over town) “have already started 
to pour [in],” Hindy said. From Brooklyn, espe- 
cially. — Brendan Mysliwiec 


Now we're on 
both sides of 
the bridge. 

AVIS OF BROOKLYN 

211 Atlantic Ave. 

718-522-7407 
avis.com/brooklyn 


Save up to $25 on a Brooklyn car rental 
when you use your American Express® Card! 

Get $25 off a weekly car rental or up to $20 off a weekend car rental with Avis in Brooklyn. 
Just call 718-522-7407 or visit avis.com to make a reservation. Be sure to use the corresponding 
coupon code and your American Express® Card for these valuable offers. 


$25 off a Weekly Rental-coupon # MUWA053 
$10 off a 2-day Weekend Rental-coupon # MUWA054 
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More, tkaM/ & Shorts Camp... 

The L.E.S. a©©#* 
Summer Camp! 


W = offer art, cooking, environmental science projects 
and three trips each week in addition to a range 
of sports activities, including our newest initiatives: 
fencing, tennis, and swimming! Beautiful playground 

W s offer the option of two schedules: Full Day from 

8am to 4pm or Extended Day from 8 am to 6:30 pm. 
For ages 5-14. (Flexible schedules are available.) 

A summer program tailored to pre-school children will be 
Tlheld three days a week from 8am to noon. This hands-on 


For further infor mAtiorv call Victor lay HofUto ax 

718 - 748-3624 


OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, June 3, lOam-lpm 


Lutheran 

Elementary School 

440 Ovington Avenue, Bay Ridge 


FDA Approved; No Drugs, No Surgery 

MIGRAINE HELP 
BREAKTHROUGH 

82 % of sufferers find relief 

Dr. HARVEY M. FREED, 
is now offering the new NTI- 
tss neuromuscular suppression 
device for the prevention of 
migraine pain. In a recent 
clinical trial, 82% of migraine 
sufferers had a 77% average 
reduction in migraines, with- 
out using drugs or having 
surgery. 

Previous studies had revealed 
that chronic headache suffer- 
ers’ temporal muscles contract 
during certain sleep stages 14 
times more intensely than 
normal. This neuromuscular 
disorder then sets the stage 

migraine. 



Dr. Harvey M. Freed (718) 745-1818 

“*© 8440 Fort Hamilton Pkwy 



To prevent this activity, 
a small and surprisingly com- 
fortable device is custom fit by 
a dentist to fit over the upper 
two front teeth only, thereby 
preventing the back molar 
teeth from touching each 
other. This differs greatly from 
the norm, in that traditional 
mouthpiec 
allowed for 

ty, while the 
NTI- 



Smart folks learn 
early on to call the 
Brooklyn Papers to 
advertise their business. 

(718) 834-9350 
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OUR OPINION 


More park, less 


One would have to be a hopeless curmud- 
geon not to support the idea of a ribbon of 
parkland along the Brooklyn waterfront. 

So it’s no wonder that the idea of turning the 
underused piers into a first-class park stretch- 
ing from the Manhattan Bridge to Atlantic Av- 
enue has nearly universal appeal. 

But the devil lurks in the details of how a 
site goes from green sketches in a landscape 
architect’s notebook to hosting soccer games 
and kayak races. 

In the case of Brooklyn Bridge Park, the dev- 
il’s in the form of a decision made by state plan- 
ners to include luxury housing within the “park” 
— private housing that is supposed to pay for 
regular maintenance of public green space. 

Lately, it is becoming clear that the Empire 
State Development Corporation — which is 
New York’s business-development agency, not a 


park-building entity, by the way — has far more 
interest in supporting the private developers ea- 
ger to build housing within the site than support- 
ing the community members who have for two 
decades planned and designed an actual park. 

Last week, for example, a member of the 
newly hired design team admitted that the resi- 
dential buildings — not the park itself — would 
create the “identity” of Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

Imagine an architect saying that about Cen- 
tral or Prospect parks. 

As a result, community members who want a 
genuine park are suspicious when state planners 
claim just a few new residential buildings will 
pay for maintaining it. In the past, authorities 
have suggested that if there is a shortfall in rev- 
enues — as there inevitably will be — the solution 
will be to build more housing within the park. 

Such admissions make it clear that Brook- 


pork 

lyn Bridge Park is more likely to evolve not 
into a world-class green space, but a front lawn 
for luxury tenants. 

It’s no wonder that the owner of the former 
Watchtower laundry facility at 360 Furman St. 
lobbied to get his building included within the 
“park” — then promptly changed the name of the 
building to “One Brooklyn Bridge Park” and 
highlighted the park’s supposedly public ameni- 
ties in his marketing materials. 

Why not? What was always billed as a pub- 
lic park is really just a publicly subsidized 
playground for his tenants. 

Unless the state changes its approach, 
Brooklyn Bridge Park will end up little differ- 
ent than Battery Park City — a string of green 
surrounded by tall buildings that is used prima- 
rily by the people who live there, not a park for 
the entire community. 


LETTERS 


ALL DRAWN OUT 



Ratner plan still fills the mailbag 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Since the beginning of the year, 
we've been home delivering Papers 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (elimi- 
nating the kind of clutter caused by 
circular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" of 
our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at Brooklyn 
Papers.com/html/about/optout 
.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor: 

I wish that when Dumb Editor 
asked Smartmom to go undercover 
and write about the PS 321 Spring 
Dance, she would have just said 
“No” (“Ratner $$ can’t buy love,” 
Smartmom, May 20). 

A lot of solid citizens who are 
Smartmom’s fellow PS 321 parents 
ran themselves ragged to organize the 
event and raise the funds that help the 
school. Dragging them into the storm 
just isn’t right, no matter how you 
feel about the Atlantic Yards and For- 
est City Ratner ’s donation to the 
event. Marcia Ely, Park Slope 

To the editor: 

It is insulting to the people of 
Brooklyn to call the centerpiece of 
the Atlantic Yards project “Miss 
Brooklyn” (“Meet Miss Brooklyn,” 
May 6). 

Like the Tweed Courthouse, the 
Atlantic Yards project is a product of 
backroom deals, corrupt or corrupted 
politicians and arrogant Manhattan 
government. 

It is more appropriate to call this 
vulgar building the “Miss Marty 
Building,” after the beloved borough 
president who helped orchestrate this 
assault on Brooklyn. 

Perhaps over the door might be in- 
scribed the words, “Forest City Rat- 
ner is the development partner of the 
New York Times Company in build- 
ing its Midtown headquarters, a pro- 


ject that itself involved government 
condemnation of private property,” to 
add perspective to the paternalistic 
and elitist Manhattan newspaper’s 
participation in this project. 

Bob Ohlerking, Park Slope 

Fairway to heaven 

To the editor: 

I’m always happy to read your 
normally excellent coverage of de- 
velopments in Brooklyn every week. 
Your article on the new Fairway in 
Red Hook, however, indicates your 
editors don’t make use of the MTA’s 
excellent bus service. For starters, it 
misrepresented the store’s location 
as “hard-to-reach” and “accessible 
only by car.” 

The store’s Van Brunt Street ad- 
dress at the waterfront is only two 
blocks away from two bus lines: the 
B-61 and B-77. The B-61 brings rid- 
ers from Cobble Hill, Downtown 
Brooklyn, Clinton Hill, Williams- 
burg, Greenpoint, and even Long Is- 
land City. The B-77 brings riders 
from Park Slope. 

Each of the bus lines connects 
with many subway lines in Brooklyn. 
I rode the B-61 to the store from 
Downtown Brooklyn and back, with 
grocery bags in hand, and found this 
mass transit connection very conven- 

The new Fairway, by the way, is a 
wonderfully large, clean, and fresh- 


food-filled addition to Brooklyn’s 
shopping options, and the waterfront 
view of the harbor alone (including 
the Statue of Liberty) is worth a visit. 

Joe Jarrin, Downtown 

Parking problems 

To the editor: 

I read with interest your article 
about parking in Brooklyn Heights 
and the study showing that there are 
not enough spots on the street 
(“Study: Residential permits won’t 
solve D’town parking,” May 20). 

Did they really need a study to de- 
termine that? The head of the group 
that paid for the study concluded, 
“Perhaps the best option will be do to 
nothing at all.” If that is true, the 
elected officials are shirking their 
duty to improve quality of life in 
Downtown. The political leaders 
should address the issue and arrange 
for there to be more affordable spots 
made available in the area so that 
people can park, visit, support local 
businesses, serve on juries, visit mu- 
nicipal offices and dine at local 
restaurants. 

In Park Slope, parking is a disaster. 
With so many people coming into 
Park Slope to work — and play in 
Prospect Park and environs — I often 
drive around searching for a spot 
much more than the 10 minutes re- 
ferred to in the article. I suggest city 
leaders and Borough President 


Markowitz look into the planning 
and building of an underground 
parking facility under Prospect Park. 

Every day when I get to my car to 
drive to work there are hospital 
workers looking to take my spot so 
they can go to work at Methodist 
Hospital. 

It is an embarrassment that the 
hospital continues to build and ex- 
pand without providing parking for 
all of its employees at a reasonable 

How much paid time is wasted by 
hospital workers, who must park on 
the street and then move their car for 
alternate side of the street parking? 
How much anxiety do they experi- 
ence every day wondering if they 
can park their car in a legal spot and 
get to work on time? How many 
parking tickets do they find on their 
cars? 

An underground parking facility 
would provide parking spaces for lo- 
cal residents, workers and visitors 
alike. Why is it that the entire neigh- 
borhood of Park Slope has to de- 
scend into bedlam every time a con- 
cert, show, street fair or parade is 
held? The promoters of these con- 
certs look for attendees to pay a con- 
tribution to attend the “free” concert. 
Why not have drivers pay to park 
underground? Let the monies col- 
lected go to fund community cultural 
events and make them really free. 

Joe Heredia, Park Slope 
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Life's great moments 
happen spontaneously 


Everything else takes some planning 

GUARANTEED 10 YEAR TERM LIFE INSURANCE 
Coverage Amount 


Female-Non Tobacco 

$250,000.00 

$500,000.00 

$1,000,000.00 

35/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$150.00 

$210.00 

$315.00 

45/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$232.50 

$370.00 

$575.00 

55/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$465.00 

$735.00 

$1,345.00 

Male-Non Tobacco 

$250,000.00 

$500,000.00 

$1,000,000.00 

35/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$172.50 

$260.00 

$385.00 

45/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$305.00 

$440.00 

$755.00 

55/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$687.50 

$1,130.00 

$2,095.00 


NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 

Umanoff Boyer Agency 

Call for Information 

(718)451-5700 

Life insurance is underwritten by Nationwide Life Insurance Company, Columbus, Ohio, a member of 
Nationwide Financial Services, Inc. Nationwide and the Nationwide Frame are federally registered service 
marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, PO. Box 182150, Columbus, OH, 43218-2150. 


Remember those who 
gave their lives for the 
freedom we enjoy. 

Memorial Day, 2006 
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OUR OPINION 


More park, less pork 


O NE WOULD HAVE TO BE A hopeless 
curmudgeon not to support the idea of a 
ribbon of parkland along the Brooklyn 
waterfront. 

So it’s no wonder that the idea of turning the 
underused piers into a first-class park stretch- 
ing from the Manhattan Bridge to Atlantic Av- 
enue has nearly universal appeal. 

But the devil lurks in the details of how a 
site goes from green sketches in a landscape 
architect’s notebook to hosting soccer games 
and kayak races. 

In the case of Brooklyn Bridge Park, the dev- 
il’s in the form of a decision made by state plan- 
ners to include luxury housing within the “park” 
— private housing that is supposed to pay for 
regular maintenance of public green space. 

Lately, it is becoming clear that the Empire 
State Development Corporation — which is 


New York’s business-development agency, not a 
park-building entity, by the way — has far more 
interest in supporting the private developers ea- 
ger to build housing within the site than support- 
ing the community members who have for two 
decades planned and designed an actual park. 

Last week, for example, a member of the 
newly hired design team admitted that the resi- 
dential buildings — not the park itself — would 
create the “identity” of Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

Imagine an architect saying that about Cen- 
tral or Prospect parks. 

As a result, community members who want a 
genuine park are suspicious when state planners 
claim just a few new residential buildings will 
pay for maintaining it. In the past, authorities 
have suggested that if there is a shortfall in rev- 
enues — as there inevitably will be — the solution 
will be to build more housing within the park. 

Such admissions make it clear that Brook- 


lyn Bridge Park is more likely to evolve not 
into a world-class green space, but a front lawn 
for luxury tenants. 

It’s no wonder that the owner of the former 
Watchtower laundry facility at 360 Furman St. 
lobbied to get his building included within the 
“park” — then promptly changed the name of the 
building to “One Brooklyn Bridge Park” and 
highlighted the park’s supposedly public ameni- 
ties in his marketing materials. 

Why not? What was always billed as a pub- 
lic park is really just a publicly subsidized 
playground for his tenants. 

Unless the state changes its approach, 
Brooklyn Bridge Park will end up tittle differ- 
ent than Battery Park City — a string of green 
surrounded by tall buildings that is used prima- 
rily by the people who live there, not a park for 
the entire community. 
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Ratner plan still fills the mailbag 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Since the beginning of the year, 
we've been home delivering Papers 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (elimi- 
nating the kind of clutter caused by 
circular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" of 
our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at Brooklyn 
Papers.com/html/about/optout 
.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor: 

I wish that when Dumb Editor 
asked Smartmom to go undercover 
and write about the PS 321 Spring 
Dance, she would have just said 
“No” (“Ratner $$ can’t buy love,” 
Smartmom, May 20). 

A lot of solid citizens who are 
Smartmom’s fellow PS 321 parents 
ran themselves ragged to organize the 
event and raise the funds that help the 
school. Dragging them into the storm 
just isn’t right, no matter how you 
feel about the Atlantic Yards and For- 
est City Ratner’s donation to the 
event. Marcia Ely, Park Slope 

To the editor: 

It is insulting to the people of 
Brooklyn to call the centerpiece of 
the Atlantic Yards project “Miss 
Brooklyn” (“Meet Miss Brooklyn,” 
May 6). 

Like the Tweed Courthouse, the 
Atlantic Yards project is a product of 
backroom deals, corrupt or corrupted 
politicians and arrogant Manhattan 
government. 

It is more appropriate to call this 
vulgar building the “Miss Marty 
Building,” after the beloved borough 
president who helped orchestrate this 
assault on Brooklyn. 

Perhaps over the door might be in- 
scribed the words, “Forest City Rat- 
ner is the development partner of the 
New York Times Company in build- 
ing its Midtown headquarters, a pro- 


ject that itself involved government 
condemnation of private property,” to 
add perspective to the paternalistic 
and elitist Manhattan newspaper’s 
participauon m this project. 

Bob Ohlerking, Park Slope 

Fairway to heaven 

To the editor: 

I’m always happy to read your 
normally excellent coverage of de- 
velopments in Brooklyn every week. 
Your article on the new Fairway in 
Red Hook, however, indicates your 
editors don’t make use of the MTA’s 
excellent bus service. For starters, it 
misrepresented the store’s location 
as “hard-to-reach” and “accessible 
only by car.” 

The store’s Van Brunt Street ad- 
dress at the waterfront is only two 
blocks away from two bus tines: the 
B-61 and B-77. The B-61 brings rid- 
ers from Cobble Hill, Downtown 
Brooklyn, Clinton Hill, Williams- 
burg, Greenpoint, and even Long Is- 
land City. The B-77 brings riders 
from Park Slope. 

Each of the bus tines connects 
with many subway tines in Brooklyn. 
I rode the B-61 to the store from 
Downtown Brooklyn and back, with 
grocery bags in hand, and found this 
mass transit connection very conven- 

The new Fairway, by the way, is a 
wonderfully large, clean, and fresh- 


food-filled addition to Brooklyn’s 
shopping options, and the waterfront 
view of the harbor alone (including 
the Statue of Liberty) is worth a visit. 

Joe Jarrin, Downtown 

Parking problems 

To the editor: 

I read with interest your article 
about parking in Brooklyn Heights 
and the study showing that there are 
not enough spots on the street 
(“Study: Residential permits won’t 
solve D’town parking,” May 20). 

Did they really need a study to de- 
termine that? The head of the group 
that paid for the study concluded, 
“Perhaps the best option will be do to 
nothing at all.” If that is true, the 
elected officials are shirking their 
duty to improve quality of life in 
Downtown. The political leaders 
should address the issue and arrange 
for there to be more affordable spots 
made available in the area so that 
people can park, visit, support local 
businesses, serve on juries, visit mu- 
nicipal offices and dine at local 
restaurants. 

In Park Slope, parking is a disaster. 
With so many people coming into 
Park Slope to work — and play in 
Prospect Park and environs — I often 
drive around searching for a spot 
much more than the 10 minutes re- 
ferred to in the article. I suggest city 
leaders and Borough President 


Markowitz look into the planning 
and building of an underground 
parking facility under Prospect Park. 

Every day when I get to my car to 
drive to work there are hospital 
workers looking to take my spot so 
they can go to work at Methodist 
Hospital. 

It is an embarrassment that the 
hospital continues to build and ex- 
pand without providing parking for 
all of its employees at a reasonable 

How much paid time is wasted by 
hospital workers, who must park on 
the street and then move their car for 
alternate side of the street parking? 
How much anxiety do they experi- 
ence every day wondering if they 
can park their car in a legal spot and 
get to work on time? How many 
parking tickets do they find on their 

An underground parking facility 
would provide parking spaces for lo- 
cal residents, workers and visitors 
alike. Why is it that the entire neigh- 
borhood of Park Slope has to de- 
scend into bedlam every time a con- 
cert, show, street fair or parade is 
held? The promoters of these con- 
certs look for attendees to pay a con- 
tribution to attend the “free” concert. 
Why not have drivers pay to park 
underground? Let the monies col- 
lected go to fund community cultural 
events and make them really free. 

Joe Heredia, Park Slope 
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BAY RIDGE 

FAMILY HEALTH CENTER 

is pleased to announce its participation with US Family Health Plan 
(a TRICARE Prime option), Oxford Freedom, United Healthcare and Empire BC/BS 


> 





• Board Certified Family Practice Physician 

• Care for Adults and Children 

• English and Spanish speaking Physician 

• Patient-Centered Care Focused on Prevention & Healthful living 

• Private Physician Office Located in Narrows Medical Building 


Our office is open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, 
please call us at (718) 748-5091. 

We Look Forward to Serving You! 


In An EMERGENCY, Do You Know What To Do? 


Learn How, Learn NOW at 

PREPARE NEW YORK 

American Red Cross in Greater New York 
FREE Emergency Preparedness Event 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31* 2006 
Shore Hill Housing 

9000 Shore Road 

(corner of 90th Street) 

Brooklyn, NY 1 1 209 


1 Oam - 1 1 am 


Hosted by 

New York City Council Member 

Vincent J. Gentile 

Learn how to create a plan, build a supply kit. and keep your 
loved ones safe and informed during an emergency. 

You will receive a free interactive CD that can be used to 
create a customized evacuation plan d other tools that will 
help every family be prepared. A FREE SAFETY TUBE 
(portable emergency kit) will be given out to everyone in 
attendance (while supplies last). 



For more information, call 718-330-9200 or e-mail brooklynoutreach@arcgny.org 


This free event is sponsored by 

American Red Cross in Greater New York - Brooklyn, The New York City Council and the 
Office of New York City Councilman Vincent J. Gentile. 

American 
Red Cross 

Ip Gtimji mtm 


READY 

KEW YORK 



Bay Ridge Family Health Center 

9920 Fourth Ave., Suite 305 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 * ( 7 18) 748-5091 


Sponsored by the New York City Council 


www.nyredcross.org 
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D espite its diminutive size, the inaugural 
exhibit at the new home of the Museum 
of Contemporary African Diasporan Arts 
packs a wallop. Works by 15 well-known 
Brooklyn artists, ranging from paintings to 
collage to mixed media to photography to 
sculpture, are on display in a 1,800-square- 
foot facility that’s more akin to a gallery in 
size than, say, the Brooklyn Museum. 

But as MoCADA Founder and Executive 
Director Laurie Cumbo told the assembled 
politicians and community members prior to 
the museum’s ribbon-cutting, the institution 
is still a work in progress. For the future, she 
envisions a bigger space, with a library and 
other amenities. 

“I want it to be a Mecca for people to 
come to, like Egypt,” explained Cumbo. “We 
did it in Egypt and we can do it here in 
Brooklyn.” 

Yet the museum has already made great 
strides: MoCADA initially opened in 1999 
on the fourth floor of a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
brownstone owned by Bridge Street AWME 
Church, according to photographer Chester 
Higgins Jr., who’s represented by two large 
black-and-white photographs in the new ex- 
hibit. 

A decade in the making, MoCADA’s cur- 
rent home, which opened on Friday, May 
19, is on the very accessible first floor of 
Fort Greene’s James 
E. Davis 80 Arts 

Building (which was m ‘ 1 il 

named for the assas- 
sinated city council- 
man and houses 
more than a dozen 
arts organizations). 

Long Island City- 
based Studiosumo 
created the architec- 
tural design of the 
new facility, which 
features a reception 

area/gift shop, flexible exhibition galleries 
and storage space. 

The first show 

MoCADA’s first exhibit in its new home 
is “The Pulse of New Brooklyn: A Review of 
Contemporary Black Art,” a group show of 
the borough’s artists conceived by a panel of 
30 artists, curators, critics and other city art 


"The Pulse of New Brook- 
lyn: A Review of Contemporary Black Art" is 

on display at the Museum of Contemporary 
African Diasporan Arts (MoCADA) [80 Hanson 
Place at South Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene] through Aug. 19. Suggested dona- 
tion is $4 adults, $3 students witn valid ID and 
seniors, and free for children age 12 and 
younger. For museum hours or more informa- 
tion, call (718) 230-0492 or visit the Web site 
www.mocada.org. 


Truly, “The Pulse of New Brooklyn” is an 
all-star line-up. Many of the artists will be fa- 
miliar to those that flocked to the Brooklyn 


Museum’s “Open House: Working in Brook- 
lyn” group show in 2004: Derrick Adams, 
Francks F. Deceus, Wangechi Mum, Otto 
Neals, Lorenzo Pace, Sol’ Sax, Dread Scott 
and Danny Simmons. The exhibit opens with 
a portrait by Kehinde Wiley, who was feted 
with a solo exhibition at the Brooklyn Muse- 
um in 2005. 

Neals is not only 
represented by three 
of his female sculp- 
tures and several col- 
lages, but the elder 
statesman is also the 
subject of a portrait 
of him at work on a 
sculpture, painted by 
an artist of the next 
generation, Donovan 
Nelson. 

The artistic legacy of African-Americans is 
also the theme of Pace’s installation, “Brook- 
lyn Jazz Giants 1940-1950 Who Lived and 
Worked in Brooklyn.” Here, Pace has arranged 
a band of square wood blocks, representing 
John Coltrane, Miles Davis, Betty Carter and 
others, poised before real and improvised in- 
struments. Sweet details like pink high-heel 
shoes and a jaunty hat give hints about which 
wooden “musician” is Carter. 

Pace’s installation is one of two interactive 
works that invite the viewer to put on head- 
phones and listen to music while they absorb 
the work. The other installation, Aisha Bell’s 
“Superwomen in the Garden of my Subcon- 
scious” has 3-D female torsos emerging from 
the gallery’s wall above a spray of artificial 
flowers. The garden appears to be influenced 
by Pace’s previous installation at the Brook- 
lyn Museum, “Jalani and the Lock: Family 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 


Freaks inspire clothing line 


History Tree” and is another example of the 
passing of the baton from senior artist to his 
successor. (Pace is perhaps best known for 
his “Triumph of the Human Spirit,” a monu- 
ment installed at the African Burial Ground 
in Lower Manhattan.) 

“The Pulse of New Brooklyn” is also racing 
with hot button topics such as gentrification 
and the war in Iraq. Scott’s “Removed from 
View” is a multimedia sculpture featuring a 
small folded card with the words “Artwork re- 
moved pending investigation/U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security.” The card rests on a 
piece of linen inside a glass case. More than 
one visitor stopped in their tracks on opening 
day, wondering aloud if this was a symbolic 
gesture or another repercussion of 9- 1 1 . 


Brooklyn's new museum: At the opening of the 
Museum of Contemporary African Diasporan Arts 
on May 19, (clockwise from top) artist Donovan Nel- 
son's paintings were included in the group show, 
"The Pulse of New Brooklyn," as were the sculp- 
tures of Otto Neal. MoCADA Founder and Execu- 
tive Director Laurie Cumbo addressed the crowd 
before the ribbon cutting, and children took a clos- 
er look at Derrick Adams's work, "The Messenger 
Has Strange But Familiar Ways." 


Willie Torbert’s quintessentially Brooklyn 
collage-on-masonite, “People Moving 
In... People Moving Out (There Goes the 
Neighborhood),” juxtaposes an African- 
American family that may be in danger of 
being pushed out, with a nonchalant, white, 
tattooed, pierced hipster striding by their 
brownstone. 

MoCADA’s mission is to “undertake the 
responsibility of rewriting history in order to 
give a more accurate portrayal of [people of 
African descent’s] contributions to die histor- 
ical, artistic and cultural landscape of the 
world” and certainly this first show in the 
new location pays homage to the elderly 
artists at work in the borough today while 
sharing the spotlight with the young talents 
of tomorrow. 

Currently, MoCADA mounts four exhibi- 
tions per year and organizes 30 public pro- 
grams related to these exhibitions. (The mu- 
seum also curates the KIDflix Film Fest of 
Bed-Stuy.) MoCADA also offers interactive 
tours for school groups as well as guided 
tours for private groups as well as organizing 
an “Artist in Residency” program. 

MoCADA has plans for a series of art- 
making workshops in Fort Greene’s Culyer 
Gore Park, for both children and adults, from 
June through August, and “The Pulse of New 
Brooklyn” exhibition will be followed by a 
show of pen-and-ink and tempura drawings 
and sculpture, “The Middle Passage: White 
Ships, Black Cargo,” by Brooklyn native 
Tom Feelings on Sept. 1 


Prak Productions will unveil its 
new collection, the “Coney Island 
Line,” at the Virgin Megastore on 
May 31, from noon to 6 pm. The T- 
shirts (such as the one at left, fea- 
turing Madame Twisto) range in 
price from $21 to $26 and feature 
illustrations of current and for- 
mer Sideshow by the Seashore 
performers by artist-in-resi- 
dence, Marie Roberts. 

“When I saw Marie’s work, I 


flipped,” Prak Productions Founder 
Lynne Lambert told GO Brooklyn. 
“They’re like messages about life. 
Madame Twisto represents how 
many women feel. Who doesn’t 
twist herself up to make her family, 
bosses and parents happy? We do 
this to ourselves.” 

In addition to tees for men and 
women, the line includes messen- 
ger bags ($40-$45) and tote bags 
($22-$25). 


Of course, no display of freak 
show banner art would be complete 
without a few death-defying acts. 
On Wednesday, Serpentina, and her 
albino python, and Heather Holi- 
day, a sword-swallower, will per- 
form at Virgin Megastore. 

A portion of every sale of 
"Coney Island Line" tees and 
bags goes to Coney Island USA, 
the non-profit organization that 
produces the Mermaid Parade, 


the sideshow and other pro- 
grams. The merchandise will also 
be for sale at the Coney Island 
USA Museum on Surf Avenue at 
West 12th Street in Coney Is- 
land. For information about the 
museum, visit the Web site 
www.coneyislandusa.com or call 
(718) 372-5159. The Virgin Mega- 
store is located at 1540 Broad- 
way, between 45th and 46th 
streets in Manhattan. — UC 


A new home 

Contemporary African diasporan gallery 
opens in Fort Greene with all-star show 


DANCE 


They’ll MUV you 

Forget classical music. 

When the Brownsvillle-based, women’s contem- 
porary dance company. Movement for the Urban 
Village (MUV), performs Shalewa Mackall’s origi- 
nal choreography at the BRIC Studio in Fort 
Greene, June 2-4, they’ll be stamping their feet and 
leaping to the music of Mos Def, Parliament- 
Funkadelic, The Clash and Sting. 

“The movement is rooted in African Diaspora 
tradition, but performed in a contemporary text,” 
says Mackall, who 
founded the company in 
2003. “The audience 
can expect to see a com- 
pany of women with di- 
verse movement experi- 
ences as well as life 
experiences.” 

In addition to the 
reprising of “Thembi,” 
“Canon for 4 Dancers,” 
and “Sista Goddess” 
from previous seasons, 
two major works were 
developed for these per- 
formances. The world premieres include “Bearers,” 
which concerns the issues of women and the strag- 
gle against oppression, set to a blues, rock and funk 
beat, and “Ghetto Rock,” which brings traditional 
African dance into the modem world through a hip- 
hop, punk and house score. 

Each night, a different artist will join Mackall and 
the MUVers on stage. On June 2, Lenelle Moise, a 
Haitian- American poet will read her own works on 
politics, sexuality and race; poet, journalist and 
Mid- Westerner Celeste Doaks will speak on June 3; 
and Yaya, a group of musicians devoted to preserv- 
ing and promoting African-based musical traditions, 
will play on June 4. 

“I started MUV because as an artist, I wanted to 
create work that reflected my life as a woman living 
in Brooklyn, and I wanted to honor the African 
dance traditions I was trained in,” Mackall said. “I 
use the movement to speak about issues and con- 
cerns that are facing me and other people.” 

Movement for the Urban Village Dance Com- 
pany performs June 2-3 at 8 pm, and on June 4 
at 5 pm at BRIC Studio (57 Rockwell PI. at Fulton 
Street in Fort Greene). Tickets are $20, $12 for 
students and senior citizens. For more informa- 
tion, call (718) 855-7882 or visit the Web site, 
www.briconline.org. — Jovana Rizzo 



FESTIVAL 



See Red (Hook) 

For a neighborhood that merely a decade ago 
was mired in crime and poverty. Red Hook has un- 
dergone drastic changes recently. 

In addition to visits from the majestic cruise ship 
Queen Mary 2 and the opening of the bustling new 
Fairway supermarket, there is another reason to vis- 
it Red Hook this weekend: the 12th annual Red 
Hook Waterfront Arts Festival, which will provide 
free entertainment for the whole family on the revi- 
talized neighborhood’s Beard Street pier. 

“Red Hook has been very hot over the last 10 
years or so,” the festival’s producer, Martha Bowers, 
told GO Brooklyn. “We really pride ourselves on the 
festival, and we see it as a way for our community to 
celebrate the waterfront and our area’s youth.” 

Performances by more than 200 musicians and 
dancers from local schools will be a highlight of the 
festival, as well as feature films made by and for kids. 

Also appearing at the festival will be the 
Williamsburg-based Radio Mundial, performing its 
unique blend of Latin rock and reggae music, 
singing and dancing; the improvisational Hip Hop 
Commedia troupe, which combines freestyle hip- 
hop with the centuries-old tradition of Commedia 
dell’ arte improvisational comedy; and Fort Greene’s 
own Urban Bush Women dance company, which 
will perform a new piece that will be fiercely physi- 
cal, said Bowers (who is also the executive director 
of Dance Theatre Etcetera). 

Mecca Bodega, a local, percussion-oriented band 
that has played outdoors and in subways across the 
city, will round out the program. Following their per- 
formances, both Mecca Bodega and Hip Hop Com- 
media will host free workshops where kids can learn 
percussion, beat boxing and comedy techniques. 
Younger children can explore the Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum’s traveling petting zoo, free canoe rides, face- 
painting workshops and roaming circus performers. 

The Red Hook Waterfront Arts Festival is June 3, 
from noon to 6 pm at the Beard Street pier (480- 
500 Van Brunt St. at the water in Red Hook). For 
more information, call Dance Theatre Etcetera at 
(718) 287-2224 or visit www.dancetheater- 
etcetera.org. The New York Water Taxi will shut- 
tle passengers between Manhattan, Queens and 
Red Hook every hour the day of the festival. For 
a schedule, call (212) 742-1969 ext. 207 or visit 
www.nywatertaxi.com for schedule. 

— Eleazer Gorenstein 
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BROOKLYN 

Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guido 


This week: 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Chipotle Mexican Grill 

185 Montague St. at Clinton Street, (718) 243- 
9109, www.chipotle.com (AmEx, MC, Visa) 
Entrees: $6.45-$7.32. ★ 

This Brooklyn outpost of the popular Chipotle 
Mexican Grill chain, which opened in August 2004, 
serves nothing but tortillas and the things that go 
inside tortillas, but you can have them in any combi- 
nation you can imagine. The menu is small, but the 
and Chipotle puts an emphasis c 


Halil specializes in fish dishes, like the baked bone- 
less trout stuffed with sauteed veggies, which man- 
ager Volkan Atilgan recommends. Vegetarian dish- 

va and a Turkish coffee, a tiny cup of thick, rich bit- 
ter java. Enjoy the belly dancing on Friday and 
Saturday nights. Open daily for lunch and dinner. 

La Traviata 

(Two locations) 139 Montague St. at Henry 
Street , (718) 858-5592; and 161 Joralemon St. at 
Clinton Street, (718) 858-4100, (AmEx, DC, Disc, 
MC, Visa) Entrees: $8.25-$14.95. 

This is a great father-and-son act. Ralph Tommaso Jr. 
and his dad take a personal interest in their popular 
Brooklyn Heights eateries, and this interest can be 
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BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 
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Amarachi 
Lounge 


Compiled by Chiara I. Coi 


Cattyshack 

249 Fourth Ave. at Carroll Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-5740, 
www.cattyshackbklyn.com. 

Saturdays: (Main floor) 63" with Djs Sench, 




Magnetic Field 

97 Atlantic Ave. at Henry Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 834-0069, 


True Love Story, 8 pm, $7; May 28: The 

$6; June 2: Heatray Productions pres^nte 
The Fabulous Soul Shakers, 8:30 pm, $10. 

Magnolia 

486 Sixth Ave. at 12th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 369-4814, 


Melt 

440 Bergen St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-5925. 


'Deluxe' discount: St. Ann's Warehouse veterans, Gloria 
featuring Cynthia Hopkins (above), will give a free 
lance at Pete's Candy Store on June 1 at 1 1 pm. 
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Reel beauty 

Filmfest has docs , features , 
kidflix and ‘Muskrat’ love 


A mong the 11 documentaries in 
competition at this year’s Brook- 
lyn International Film Festival — 
which were culled from more than 560 
submissions — is Amy Nicholson’s hi- 
larious “Muskrat Lovely." 

Nicholson’s doc is a portrait of a rural, 
close-knit community in Dorchester 
County, Maryland, that is gearing up for 
its annual muskrat-skinning competition 
cum beauty pageant 

The film’s humor is derived from 
juxtaposing these two very different 
pursuits, rather than laughing at the 
earnest townspeople who are banding 
together to put on a bloody good show. 

Nicholson cuts back and forth between 
the trapping, killing, skinning and cook- 
ing of these furry little creatures and the Nicholson succeeds in pulling the vi 
elaborate beauty rituals of the high- closer to the edge of his seat for the dra- 



school-age pageant contestants vying to 
be Miss Outdoors 2004. 

There are several scenes that mimic a 
cooking show. Nicholson features c 


just like any tele- 
vised pageant. (Perhaps in an effort to 
preserve the contestants’ dignity — or 
’ attention span — this documen- 


in — who will later compete in the tary omits most of the opening number 

skinning match against a predominantly and the talent competition.) The camera 
between reactions of the panel of 
judges — includ- 

wearing Mrs. 
Maryland — and 
the finalists who 


volves ripping out 
that pesky musk 
gland. Viewers 
will be thankful for 
this DIY tip (after 
all, muskrat isn’t a 
meat you’re likely 
to find at the new 
Fairway). 

Meanwhile, the 
beauty pageant 
contestants allow 
the cameras into 
their bedrooms, 
tanning booths — 


CINEMA 


The Brooklyn International Film 
Festival runs June 2-1 1 at the Brooklyn 
Museum (200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washing- 
ton Avenue in Prospect Heights). Open- 
ing night tickets are $25 and include the 
screening of "Sangue," concert and par- 

ciudes admission to ajl 35 films. A festi- 


night. Single tick, 


four films 


10, $8 se 


jning 


implete festival 


question, which 
elicits surprisingly 
preposterous an- 
swers (to the audi- 
ence’s delight). 

In the end, the 
documentary is re- 
ally a portrait of a 
town and the com- 
munity spirit that 


n bathrooms — as they explain this event fosters year after year, as the 
that this event is one of very few opportu- volunteers and contestants band together 


to feel glamorous around the Black- 
r Wildlife Refuge. Despite their 


o celebrate their love of muskrat 
“Muskrat Lovely” — preceded by Yao 


pily reveals her hidden assets to her racing te 


peers: a pair of faux breasts in a box. 

This is the 50th anniversary of the pag- 
eant and the organizers pulled out all the 
stops, even orchestrating a lavish opening 
number (“Without dance!” laments the 
show’s choreographer). 

As it gets closer to curtain time. 


- will be screened for free 


June 3 at 5 pm as part of the Brooklyn 
Museum’s “First Saturdays” series. 

About the festival 

It’s that time of year again when the 
borough’s celluloid-hungry creatures 
file into the darkness of the Brooklyn 



Marsh madness: "Muskrat Lovely," a documentary directed by Amy 
Nicholson (center of picture at left), will be screened as part of the Brook- 
lyn International Film Festival at the Brooklyn Museum on June 3 at 5 pm. 
Maggie Briggs (above) extols the virtues of Dorchester County's 'rats. 


Museum’s Cantor Auditorium for an- 
other edition of The Brooklyn Interna- 
tional Film Festival. 

This year’s series runs from June 2- 
11, and includes a children's film fes- 
tival (June 4), a drive-in movie, and 
even programs submitted from other or- 
ganizations on June 11: LunaFest, In- 
terfilm Berlin and Subway Cinema. 

BIFF’s mission is to discover, expose 
and promote indie filmmakers while 
drawing the world’s attention to Brook- 
lyn as a center for cinema. For the ninth 
edition of BIFF, titled “Enigma-9,” all 
eyes will again be seated in the auditori- 
um, except for drive-in movie nights 
(June 5 and 6), when they’ll be in their 
cars in the parking lot out back. 

Among the highlights of the festival 
— which encompasses feature-length 
narrative, documentary, short subject, 
experimental and animation films — is 
the opening night flick, “Sangue, La 
Morte Non Esiste (Blood, Death 
Does Not Exist).” by Italian film- 
maker Libero De Rienzo. Opening 
night kicks off at 8 pm with a ceremo- 
ny, followed by a screening of the film, 
and an opening night party, which will 
also commemorate the 60th anniver- 
sary of the Italian Republic, with DJ 
Domewrecka and Italian band Avion 
Travel in the Museum’s Beaux-Arts 


Court. (Perhaps the party’s theme was 
the idea of the festival’s molto-Italian 
director Marco Ursino?) 

De Rienzo’s feature film is about a 
day in the life of a woman who has been 
accepted to a ballet academy in New 
York and wonders how she will break 
the news to her dependent brother. De 
Rienzo will be available for a Q&A fol- 
lowing the screening. 

Other BIFF highlights include the East 
Coast premiere of the narrative feature, 
“Factotum,” starring Matt Dillon as the 
alter-ego of writer Charles Bukowski; the 
East Coast premiere of the Australian 
documentary “In the Shadow of the 
Palms: Iraq” by Wayne Coles-Janess; 
and the world premieres of Julio Soto’s 
“Radiophobia” (from Spain), about the 
consequences of the Chernobyl disaster 
20 years later, and “Kokoyakyu: High 
School Baseball" (from the U.S.), 
about 4,000 baseball teams striving to 
make it to Japan’s national champi- 
onships, by Kenneth Eng. 

At the end of the festival, the 
Chameleon statuette will be awarded to 
the best film in each category. The festi- 
val board selects the best film of the year 
from among the five winners, awarding 
it the Grand Chameleon Award ($30,000 
in film services) at the closing night cer- 
emony on June 11 at 10 pm. 


CORRECTION 

In "Splish splash" [GO Brooklyn, May 20] the restaurant Veliis was said to accept 
cash only. Veliis accepts MasterCard, Visa and cash. We regret the error. 


Nightlife... 


Bay Ridge, (718) 748-6400. 

May 27: Comedy Central's Sherry Davey 


Reign 


46 Washington Ave. at Flushing Avenue 
in Clinton Hill, (718) 643-7344. 
Saturdays: Sweet Saturdays with Da 



Southpaw 



Stain 

766 Grand St. at Humboldt Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 387-7840, 

Sundays: Jimmy & Piruz, 9 pm, FREE; 
May 27: They Mustn't Grumble, 8 pm, 

Letters from Earth, 7 pm, Matthew Logan 


May 31 : Lusty Month of May, 8 pm, FREE. 


Tea Lounge 

837 Union St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 789-2762, 
www.tealoungeny.com. 

May 31 : Peter Van Huffel Quartet, 9 pm. 


Trash Bar 



Two Boots 
Brooklyn 

514 Second St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-3253, 

May 27: The Younger Sister Band, 10 pm. 


Waterfront Ale 
House 

155 Atlantic Ave. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 522-3794, 

May 27: John Carlo-Doug Yates Sextet, 

Zebulon 

258 Wythe Ave. at Metropolitan Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 218-6934, 
www.zebuloncafeconcert.com. 

pm, FREE; May 28: Amayo's Fu-Arkist-Ra, 
10 pm, FREE; May 30: Burnt Sugar, 10 
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Symphony 
plays 112 


l-^ear-old principal violist of the orchestra, died 
^dcontoOTSungJin Hong put tog eto a program that memo- 
h ^pcn^^tk^OTca^ls' musfc'by^ri ockcr^ U2 in world-pre- 

included: “One ” “Pride” and “Where the Streets Have No Name.” 

^oii o?^^st? r populai U worL^“Th°Planets”^nly S has°seven 
movements — “Earth” is omitted — because Pluto had not yet 
been discovered when it premiered in 1918.) 

Hong told GO Brooklyn that 20 kindergarten and 

One World Symphony performs U2, Holst and Grill on June 2 
at 8 pm at St. Ann and the Holy Trinity, 157 Montague St at Clin- 
ton Street in Brooklyn Heights. Tickets are $30, $20 for seniors 
and $15 for students with ID. An open rehearsal will be held May 
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‘Park’ to stay closed 

Despite promise and city funding, state won't open piers 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The state has reneged on 
a promise to open up water- 
front piers for recreation 
this summer — and, in the 
process, cost the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Conservancy 
$500,000. 

“The money was allocated 
for recreation on the piers, but 
now it’s just too late to do 
anything,” said Marianna Ko- 
val, co-executive director of 
the Conservancy. 

Three months ago, the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Devel- 
opment Corporation, the state 
agency in charge of develop- 
ing the waterfront, solicited 
ideas for summertime recre- 
ational uses for the fenced-off 
piers between Atlantic Avenue 
and the Manhattan Bridge. 

The Conservancy proposed 
a moveable greenway for bik- 
ing and a sandy beach, com- 
plete with a temporary hot- 
dog shack. 

“We were so excited to fi- 
nally get people out there,” 
said Koval. 

Koval’s organization had 
$500,000 from the City Coun- 
cil to make it happen — but 
then the state development 
corporation changed its mind. 

“[The recreation] could in- 
terfere with early construction 
of the park,” explained 
BBPDC spokeswoman Debo- 
rah Wetzel. 

Wetzel said that now the 
agency’s goal is to begin con- 
stuction of the 1.3-mile-long 
commercial and recreational de- 
velopment — which will in- 
clude an area for kayaking, soc- 
cer fields, handball courts, 



A rendering of a proposed bike path that could have been set up this summer on some decrepit piers along the Brook- 
lyn waterfront. But state planners changed their minds about allowing an interim use for the piers while they advance 
plans for housing on the Brooklyn Bridge Park site. 


bicycle paths and a private ma- 

The state’s change of mind 
was particularly frustrating for 
park advocates, especially 
Conservancy members, who 
have backed the plan in the 
face of objections that it will 
include luxury condos within 
its footprint (see sidebar). 

The lack of recreation is 
“definitely disappointing,” 
said Judy Stanton, Brooklyn 
Heights Association executive 
director. “I would be surprised 
if public use could interfere 
with construction.” 

With no recreation on the 
piers, residents will have to be 
satisfied with walking tours of 
the construction site being led 
by the development corpora- 
tion. Wetzel did not give fur- 
ther details. 

Koval said there would also 
be a full slate of movie screen- 
ings and concerts in the 
DUMBO portion of the park 
that was completed by the city 
last year. 

The state expects to com- 
plete the entire park by 2010. 


'Park' will be known for its buildings, not space 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Buildings — not open 
space — will give the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park its 
identity, a member of the 
project’s design team said 
last week. 

Condo towers within the 
footprint of the 1.3-mile com- 
mercial and recreational devel- 


opment are the most contro- 
versial element of the design 
— and, in fact, are now the 
subject of a lawsuit to prevent 
their construction. 

That didn’t prevent a member 
of the design team from champi- 
oning those buildings at a com- 
munity meeting last week 

“These buildings will give 
the park its identity,” Paul 


Whalen, a representative of 
newly hired architect Robert 
A.M. Stem, said last Thursday. 

“One building could be like 
a lantern” on the waterfront, 
said Whalen. Others could be 
glass-walled “icons in the sky” 
or feature curved, Frank 
Gehry-style architecture. 

Stem’s firm has been hired to 
draw up design guidelines for 


the project’s five commercial 
developments — which will in- 
clude 1,200 luxury apartments 
and retail and commercial space. 

Maintenance fees from the 
commercial development will 
fund the upkeep of the plan’s 
recreational component. 

The scheme has already 
provoked one lawsuit against 
its lead state agency — but at 


the meeting, some opponents 
focused on making the best of 
what may be the “necessary 
evil” of development, as Cob- 
ble Hill Association President 
Roy Sloane called it. 

Nonetheless, Sloane added 
that the condos need to be de- 
signed “so people who live in the 
buildings won’t think the park is 
their front yard.” — Cohen 


GREEN.. 

Continued from page 1 

The gardeners’ creativity is startling. 

Cinderblocks serve as planters. So 
does an old leather boot. Pavement has 
been tom from the sidewalk and filled 
with soil and flowers. Fences are deco- 
rated with signs declaring the block the 
2004 winner. 

Foster and her crew have one last 
weapon in the arsenal in their fight to 
win the 2006 contest — intelligence. 

“We check on other blocks,” said 
Foster. “A group of us drive out there. 
And we check to see their product and 
how they look and what they are like. 
We drive around together. It’s group 

Following such surveillance, Foster 
has come to one conclusion. 

“I’m not saying the other blocks 
aren’t good, but we are better.” 

Wilma Atwell couldn’t agree less. 

She heads up the beautification com- 
mittee for the Macon-MacDonough- 
Stuvesant-Lewis Block Association, in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

The block took the top prize in 2003. 

Atwell acknowledges the competi- 
tion is stiff, but is certain of victory. But 
to make sure, she admits to her own 
spying missions. 

“As soon as I find out who’s on the 
fist [of competitors], we go drive 
through and look,” said Atwell. 


“We get out of the car and walk, be- 
cause some things you can’t see from 
the car. We try to see what they are do- 
ing, what their theme is.” 

She and her neighbors face chal- 
lenges similar to those of their Flatbush 
competitors — vandalism, recalcitrant 
homeowners, unstable weather patterns. 

But, like Foster, Atwell is determined 
to win — and she believes that her 
block has the know-how and industri- 
ousness to do so. 

After all, their 2003 win was not their 
only accomplishment. They took home 
honorable mentions in 2002 and 2001. 

Atwell and her neighbors plant flow- 
ers in places that most Brooklynites 
wouldn’t dream of — they even hang 
from “No Parking” signs. The garden- 
ers have also placed split pots around 
the base of the signs, and planted them 
with dusty miller and coreopsis. 

But when the going gets tough, 
Atwell gets going. “I’m friendly with 
most people,” she said, with a wry 
smile, “so I can lean on them a bit when 
I have to.” 

The deadline to enter the " Greenest 
Block " contest is June 5. Judges from the 
Botanic Garden will survey the compet- 
ing blocks from mid-June through July, 
and the winners will be announced at 
the end of the month. 


TERROR... 


Continued from page 1 
ally worshipped. 

Sarsour and others said the 
NYPD spying program would con- 
vince people that Muslims are 
guilty until proven innocent. 

“I am an American citizen, like 
everyone else,” said Abdel Hamid 
Hassan, who brought his two chil- 
dren to pray at the mosque last 
week. “[The danger] is not us — we 
five here. How could I destroy the 
place I five in? Everybody I know 
follows the rules of this country.” 
Sarsour especially complained 
about “raids” of cafes frequented by 
Muslims along 69th Street and Fifth 
Avenue, with authorities asking pa- 
trons for identification and taking 
some away for questioning. Police 
vans hover outside the mosque and 
FBI agents sometimes leave business 
cards on people’s doors, she said. 

“[The suspicion] causes people 
to not be active in the community, 
to be isolated,” said Sarsour. “Peo- 
ple go to from work to home, from 
school to home. 

“Last week we had a Palestinian 
march, and there should have been 
2,000 people at least [but] there were 
[only] 350 or so,” added Sarsour. “No 
one wants to give political opinions.” 
Islamic Society spokesman 



Linda Sarsour says NYPD spying 
taints her entire community. 


Wael Mousfar said the NYPD spy- 
ing program “has put fear in peo- 
ple’s lives. It’s not a good feeling. 
People feel very uncomfortable do- 
ing anything, talking to anyone, 
even gathering together.” 

“I don’t think that surveillance 
of any ethnic or racial group is a 
good tool,” said Maria Haberfeld, 
chair of the law, police science and 
criminal justice administration de- 
partment at John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice. “In fact, it can 
breed problems and alienate the 
group or community.” 

Haberfeld said such surveillance 
is only useful “if you have some sort 


of intelligence about somebody who 
frequents a particular group or com- 
munity.” 

The NYPD would not discuss 
the surveillance program with The 
Brooklyn Papers. 

Before disclosing the surveil- 
lance program at Siraj’s trial, po- 
lice officials had been courting the 
Bay Ridge Muslim community. 

Earlier this month, a high-ranking 
inspector visited the mosque to talk 
about community concerns. A week 
later, Commissioner Ray Kelly visit- 
ed Bay Ridge and was peppered with 
questions about the surveillance. 

The police department’s efforts 
are paying off with some Muslims. 

“The country has the right to do 
anything to secure the life of the peo- 
ple,” said Mustafa Ah, who some- 
times prays at the mosque. 

Ironically, what worries some 
Muslims even more than their treat- 
ment by the authorities is how their 
neighbors will view them now. 
Some would have preferred that 
NYPD’s spying program never been 
publicly revealed. 

‘It doesn’t paint a good picture of 
us,” said Sansour. 

“The other communities — the 
Christian and Jewish communities 
we have been trying to build bridges 
with — must think we have done 
something wrong . . . For them to 
hear ‘FBI’ and ‘informants,’ it gets 
them a little scared.” 


Brooklyn Doe House 

* ^ rlavrarp f> hnarrlino 

AJ 7 l8 

' \\ 7am-l0 




V 


daycare 8 boarding 

222-4900 

yam-iopm weekdays, 9am-iopm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 5 SAFE 

• web cams - waten your dog play 

■ curbside pick up and drop off 

■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 

iiMa 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 



FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 



Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 


' 


Alan R. Kling, M 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & 


.D. 

f 

Nails “ 


lOOO Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 


V 


( 718 ) 636-0425 


( 212 ) 288-1300 


J 


Phantom -3 Wheel Compact Trauel Scooters 



All City 5r V 
Mobility J 

( 718 ) 366-3726 


Fits in cars, taxis, buses, airlines 


Discount price 
on all brands! 


Expert Repairs 
on Wheelchair & Scooters 



Fermented 

Grapes 

wines (& spirits) 

OFFERING: 

• Diverse wine selection (fc 

• Wide price range (for yot 

• Weekly In-Store Tastings 

• Open 7 Days a Week (for 

r vour oalate) 651 Vanderbilt Ave. 

ir ocket) (btw Park & Prospect) 

(for your enjoyment) www.fermentedgrapes.net 
your convenience) (718)230-3216 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 


iervice/Bible Study 6:30 pr 

( 718 ) 638-3343 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 

718-875-9124 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 
Saturday Morning 10:00am 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 

followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:15 p.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 


638-7600 

abbi Dr. Linda Henry Goodmar 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 


Adult Ed O Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservative Synagogue 

768-1453 „ 29 . 


Shabbat 

Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
1 17 Remsen St. *596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle 
Lighting 

Bamidbar 

Fri., May 26, before 7:57pm 

Yiskor 

Fri., June 2, before 8:03pm 

Minyanim 

• Weekdays 7:45am, 9pm 

• Sundays 8:45am 

• Erev Shabbat at candlelighting 

• Shabbat Shacharit 9:30am 

• Shabbat Mincha-Maariv 

at candle lighting time 

Mikvali 

For appointment caU 596-WATER 



Cyclones Baseball... 

The Best Deal in the City! 


Tickets start at just $6 ! 


Tue., June 20 vs. Staten Island Yankees @ 7PM - Schedule Magnets’presi 
Thu., June 22 vs. Staten Island Yankees @ 7PM - KeySpan Park Tins 2 pre; 
Mon., June 26 vs. Hudson Valley Renegades @ 7PM - Rally Flags 2 /Cone 
~^Wed., June 28 vs. Hudson Valley Renegades @ 7PM - T-Shirts 2 presenter 


Thu., June 29 vs. Aberdeen IronBirds @ 7PM - Bea 

I 

-CrO, June 30 vs. Aberdeen IronBirds @ 7PM - Cycle 


:d by SI 


Sat., July 1 VS. Aberdeen IronBirds @ 6PM - Boy Scout Night presented by Tent & Trails 

71 8.507.TIXX* 

BROOKLYNCYCLONES.COM* 

KZYSFAN 

Jf 

Shea Stadium 


Call 718.449.8497 about full and partial season plans and group tickets 


a 
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REAL ESTATE 


AGENTS 



Call Elias 718-926-0887 ❖ Broker Fees Apply 


CO-OPS & CONDOS 


Brand New Luxury Condos 
@ 702 Ocean Parkway 

Just a stone’s throw from Park Slope 
at a fraction of the cost! 2br/2ba start at $449k 


15 Luxury R 
all tastefully finished in 
an intimate setting. 

www.ParkvillePromenade.corr 


Bay Ridge: Shore Road 

Charming 1 Bedroom Coop 
Large rooms, lots of closets, 

Updated Kit. & Bath, low maint. 

Great building. Asking $299,000 neg. 

Kensington: Large Jr. 4 Coop 

Spacious, Bright & Airy, Fully Renovated 
Close to trains. Must see to appreciate. 
Asking $249,000 

z or Further Information Contact: 

Joseph Baglio 

(718) 645-1665 



HOUSES 


Move to a Suburb 
a New Yorker can live in y " 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• Tree-lined streets 

• Concerts in the park 

• Art galleries and theaters 

• Gourmet restaurants and cafes 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

Contact the Community Coalition 
for a free tour and information packet 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-CLOSE BY 



Bay Ridge 

Sun flooded brick home. Oversize: 


high c 


iling. Lovely C 


woodwork, 
rooms, 2 baths, King-size Master 
bedroom. Walk-in closet, WOOD- 
BURNING FIREPLACE. Private deck 
& yard. Near shops & "R" train. 
PRICE CLASHED: $725,000. 

Mr. Chalbis 
Alpine Realty 

(718)238-1788 


Marine Park 

1 fam detached, 3BR home, batl 


(718) 336-7436 


6 Bedroom - 4 Bath Home 

Only $46,500! 

Foreclosures! Must See! 

For Listings Call 
(800) 366-0142 xR823 


To advertise in 
The Brooklyn 
Papers' Real 
Estate Section, 
please call 
(718) 834-9350 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Grymes Hill, SI 






Sunnyside, SI 

Open House Sun 11-2pm. 80 La Bau Ave., 
Staten Island, NY 10301. 2 Family 
Detached, Lot size 4,045 sq ft, located near 
Clove Lake Park, Schools, Bridges. For 
appointment, please call, Sal. 

(917) 575-7657 / (718) 556-0166 


Westport, CT 

Renovated, circa 1700 three bedroom, tvn 
bath farmhouse and separate artists' sti 
dio/cottage office with half bath on 1. 
acres in Westport, CT. Three fireplace 
huge yard, great schools and beach a 
hour from Manhattan. Low taxes. Askin 
$879,000. Call owner at (203) 277-661 
and/or email tickletreefarm@yahoo.com f< 


For Sale / New Jersey 


Don't Let This One Go 
Hopelawn, NJ 

Legal 2 family presently used as a 
large one family. Just put back 

two family feature. Nice hard- 
wood floors, newer kitchen, 

- call soon for an appointment. 
Price $389,900. Call Century 21 
Main St. Realty. 

(732) 750-4663 


MORTGAGES 


BANCO POPULAR® 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
5216 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 

Tel: (718) 567-0604 
Fax: (718) 567-0274 

Ronald Bislig 

Residential Mortgages 

We lend in all 
Email: rbisiig@bpop.com 



AGENTS & 
BROKERS 


We Know 
Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching 
property owners with prospective 
tenants and buyers 

Specializing in Brooklyn's brown- 
stone neighborhoods. Brooklyn 
Heights, Park Slope, Prospect 
Heights, Cobble Hill, Boreum 
Hill, Carroll Gardens, Fort 
Greene, Clinton Hill, Bed-Stuy, & 
East Williamsburg/ Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: 

ALLPOINTRE.COM 

All Points Real Estate 

80 Livingston St. 

(near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


Fortune 

Financial 

Acquisition of all types of 
real estate. Close in 30 
Days. 

Contact Ash Williams 
(212) 355-5300 ext 308 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Boro Park 

2 BR, spacious livingroom and 
diningroom w/ oak & mahagony 
floors. Great windows, lots of 
sunshine. Outdoor carpeted wrap- 

(718) 757-2053 


Fort Greene 

Sunny, bright, 3 fir walkup, 1BR. 
Shower, no tub, electric & gas not 
included. No smoking. No pets. 
Owner occupied pvt house. Rent 
$1600. 

Call (91 7) 776-4014 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Park Slope 

Professional Space for Share. Park 
Slope South Brooklyn. 1000 sq ft 
Available. NO RETAIL Build to suit. 


Fort Greene 

Restaurant For Sale. 

Prime location. 

Turn key operation. Immediate, 

Call (917) 496-3111 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


Kensington 

Ocean Pkwy 

Brand New Gorgeous Condos for 
sale. Prime location 2 stops from 
Park slope. Don't miss absolutely 
affordable 2BDRM, 2 Bath, out- 
door space, open kitchen, granite 
counters. Prices range from Mid 
$400k to Mid $600k. Will make any 
cook jump for joy. contact Agents. 
David Perez (718) 483-1725 
Andy Booth (71 8) 923-8099 


INSURANCE 


Co-ops, Condos, 
& Renters 

Call for free quote 
Charles Randazzo 
Exclusive Agent 

718-852-2003 

ALLSTATE® 

You're in good hands. 


Renter's Insurance 


Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


PARKING 


Looking for 1 Car/ 2 Car Private 
Garage in Dumbo/ Brooklyn 
Heights or Vinegar Hill. (718) 
852-8500. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


NURSE/RN 

Northern Adult Day Health Care 
Center, a medical model ADC in 
Park Slope, seeks exp. RN to join 
our dynamic team of oaring pro- 
fessionals. Excellent communica- 
tion and patient care skills a 
must. Adult Day Care exp. a plus. 
Bi-lingual Russian strongly pre- 
ferred. Great environment, com- 
petitive salary and benefits. Pis 
forward Resume with coverletter 
attn: Hedda Venables, Program 
Director, fax: 718-789-3536, or 
email heddav@nadhcc.com. 

Now Hiring for 2006 
Postal Jobs 

$18/hr starting, Avg Pay $57k/yr 
Federal Benefits 
Paid Training and vacations. 

No experience needed. 

1-800-584-1775 Ref# P5802 

Weekend 

Fuel Dock Attendant 

for busy Brooklyn mariner 
Salary + Tips 

(718) 372-5700 


Outside Sales 

As an outside sales rep, you'll work 

selling ad space and helping your 
community's merchants thrive. Can- 
didates should be great communi- 

and enjoy working outdoors. 
Competitive compensation pack- 
age includes salary, commission 
and target bonuses. Our newspa- 
pers are market leaders, and our 
sales reps have realized high earn- 

Tele-Sales 

As an inside sales rep, you'll be sell- 
ing ads by phone to business own- 
ers, health care and legal profes- 
sionals and home improvement 

enthusiasm, self motivation and 
enjoy learning and working with a 
team. Salary, commission, target 
bonuses. Full time or part-time. Full- 

and vacation. Our classified section 
high earnings. We're the only New 


Call Celia at The Brooklyn 
Papers, (718) 834-9350 


Restaurant 

Positions 

Line cooks & kitchen prep posi- 
tions available at Restaurant 
101. Fax resume. 

(718) 848-1053 


Help Wanted PT 


work Sundays. Salary 
e energetic w/ hous 

>t. (718) 369-0318. 


Business Oppty 


Be Your Own Boss 

Independent Associate. 

1-877-507-9514 A29 


Missing Person 


SERVICES & MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Alarms Cleaning Services II Electrolysis 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Cates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Cleaning Services 


uersterdam Cleaning Service 

100% Guaranteed 


M^furpliy'e ifkti&sll 


How Clean Is Your Home? 

We Specialize in: 

• Cleaning • Home Organization 
• Interior Decorating 

* Free Consultations * 

347-513-9351 

www.lamontdesigns.com 

A/22/27-30-15 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


AAA PLUS 
SERVICES INC. 

- Spring Cleaning Special - 


PUT A SMILE ON YOUR PLACE® 

(646) 523-5535 
(718) 251-3447 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 


' Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


catch 

coldP w9 

Call the TECH VET! 

House Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 
Cleanup / Backup* 

‘original software required 

646-932-3744 

PC 8i MAC Specialist UFN 


Dog Grooming 


Boarding Dogs 
In My Home 

Not confined to cages. Large yard. 
Reasonable Prices. Love them as my own. 

Call (718) 373-3 


Permanent Hair Removal 
by Certified Public 
Electrologist 

New home studio, state-of-the-art 
equipment, practicing the blend- 
thermolysis. Comfortable, sterile & 
private atmosphere. Reasonable 
rates - $1 /minute; and savings pro- 
gram available. Free Consultation. 
$5 off first appointment. 

Call Joan (718) 265-2001 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


71 B 8-768-3804 


Merchandise For Sale 


. Sat., 6/3, 10am- 
2pm. 80th St. between 13th & 14th 

Gifts For All Occasions 

10% off Candles, Lamps, Collectables, 
Home & Garden Decor, Aromather- 
apy, Sculptures, outdoor water fountains. 
All orders shipped within 48 hours. 

(917) 656-6246 

www.bsgiftshop.com 


Merchandise Wanted 


ML . Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Missing Person 


Travel Services 



"safe®®/® 

ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


1 ft.- FOCUS ...We Can Help! 

I . • Child Support • Custody 



• Orders of Protection 

Available FREE: 

Paralegal Assistance - Court Advocacy - Referrals to 
Social Service Agencies - Educational Seminars - Legal 
Clinics - Initial consultation, Refer to Attorney if 
Necessary ■ Newsletters - AND MORE! 

FOCUS: FOR OUR CHILDREN AND US 

Call Monday - Friday, 9am-5pm 

Brooklyn (718) 596-1017 

Nassau (516) 4336633 Suffolk (631) 854D857 w27 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 



30 Years Experience 
Fighting for Women’s Rights 

Rape and assault cases, accidents, 
on the job sexual harassment, 
negligent security, medical malpractice 

Free Consultation 

Jane N. Barrett & Associates 
189 Montague St., Suite 500 Bklyn Hts 
(718) 237-3400 Espanol/Franqais 

ianebarrettlaw.com 


Are you 

By your debt? Have you considered 


OVERWHELMED 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


Fast, Personal Service • Reasonable Fees 

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
This is a Debt Relief Agency 

Law Office Of 
Lorna J. LaMotte, Esq. 

718-237-0865 

25 Washington St., Suite 522, 
Brooklyn, NY 

Directly Beneath Brooklyn Bridge / F Train 
On Corner of York & Jay 
(Bet. Water & Plymouth) 

Email: ljlamotte@yahoo.com 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 

General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 


GS Gennarelli @ S alsack.co 


Accidents 

FREE CONSULTATION 


• Auto/Bus/Train 

• Trips & Falls 

• Construction Accidents 

• Wrongful Death 

• Building I Stairs 

• Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Truck Accidents 

\9 


Arthur Unterman 
(718) 643-4000 

26 Court St., #1806 
Brooklyn, NY 


718-858-2525 


EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

(718) 858-4250 

"We fight hard for you!" 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 

LANDLORD-TENANT Matters 

• Closings • Bankruptcy 
• Low-interest mortgages 

David E. Brookstone 

718-643-0006 

32 Court Street, #1107 
www.davidbrookstoneatty.com 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTORNEY 




Hugo Salazar 

Attorney at Law 


Over 1 0 Years Handling 
Real Estate Closings 

(718] 230-1234 

261 4th Ave. in Park Slope 


Free banl 
consultati 

with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq. . 

°2l 

16 Court St. 
Bklyn, NY 1 1 241 

it you need a new start, ■ 
call Richard Klass today. 1 

18) court-stI 

Jpf (718)268-78781 

Jfl Richard A. Klass, Hsq. l 


Complete Classifieds 
Now Online At 


iT^ooklyn 

a; apers 


com 
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Bathrooms & Tile 


Fax #(718) 987-3935 



ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 


Let us put a brand new tub 
and wall over your old. 

Premier Baths, Inc. 

(866) 399-TUBS 


££) J°J™ 

Costelloe 

Plumbing and Tile Work. Toilets, 

replaced. Specializing in tile jobs 
- large and small. 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Closets Plus 

less than a day. Deal Erectly with 

installation. Licensed and insured. 

www.custombuiltclosets.com 

mm (718) 448-8556 mm 


Handy 

Home Improvement 

One Call Does It All 
Windows-Doors 
Kitchens-Baths 
Basement Additions 
Concrete-Stucco Work 
Quality Work 
Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

646-261-3267 


Chattola Construction Co. 

Brownstone Specialist 

BrickWork & Steam Cleaning 

All Kinds Of Cement Work 
718 755-0039 ❖ 718 659-5616 


T. ALAM 

Home Improvement 


Pointing • Roofing • Plastering 
Waterproofing • All kinds of cement work 

(718)436-4469/(718)436-5068 


nURahmann 
Contracting Co. Ltd. 


718-462-2480 


Dream Catcher 
Construction 


:it our website or call for a free estima 

(718) 462-2200 


S&D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Kitchen 8c Bath our Specialty 


We Design 8c Custom Mak 
Kitchen Cabinets, Vanities 
Counter Tops 8c More... 
Over 20 yrs Exp. Free Estima 

Lic#1 147276 InsL 

718-998-1110 A 


Brownstone, Brick Pointing, Masonry 
Specialist. All phases of Restoration, 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 


The Total Contractor 


Total experience 

Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy 


Chris Mullins 

pj General Contracting 


718-276-8558 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN- PRODUCTS •REMDDELINQ 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 




nship ii 


ooklyn ari 

Specializing in all phases 

OL INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HIC1099974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Tiling • Painting 

• Plastering • Sheetrock 

• Electrical • Basements 

•Woodflooring ‘Closets 

• Replacement Windows 

No Job too Small or too Big 

Free Estimates 

Lic.#1200619 & Insured 

(917) 974-3625 


MAXIMUM 

Construction Works, Corp. 

Brownstone Specialist 
Residential Remodeling 
Roofing & Waterproofing 
Kitchens & Baths 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
ms FREE ESTIMATES mm 

347-245-5419 

Lic#1 083706/Insured 




BERGEL DESIGN 
BUILDERS CORP. 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

Total Apt. Renovations 


FREE ESTIMATES 

LIC #1200326 Insured 

Sergey (646) 591-6056 
Dmitri (718) 669-0898 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 


ELECTRICAL 
LVL CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 

jH§ COMMERCIAL 

& RESIDENTIAL 

Hi-Hats Air Condition lines 
5% senior discount 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 A45 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212)475-6100 


(Ml PT Installations 
OwS Electrical Contractor 

Licensed & Insured/ Residential-Commercial 


installed. Hi-hat specmlists, ^custom 

CaHNick (718) 331-3210 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Brownstone Specialist Extcrior 

Ba+rooms ^ Jobs are Owner Supervised 

Finished Basements We have been 

custom" carpentry doing a great job 

for over ten years 

p °:- g 718-375-8292 

Lie# 1157104 


Sound Improvements 
Sound Investments " 


SoundProof _ , 

your 2-family home. 

avallone interiors, inc. 
7 1 8-499-4820 soundimprovementsnyc.com 


WE WANT YOUR SMALL JOBS! 

We understand how hard it is to find 
respectable, clean, and caring contractors. 




Christopher John Electrical 

Call 718-389-9898 


B#BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

AS BOILERS • WATER HEATERS • BATHROOM COMPLETELY REMODELED 
ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS • BOILER REWIRING & TROUBLE SHOOTING 
www.BobTekElectrical.com 
We Install or Repair Everything Electric 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


WwW.stargcapesfx.com/NYC 
Call Toll Free 1 (866) 829-7504 


StarSch 


Electricians 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


A. Norway 
Electric ^ 


Exterminators 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT 
CONTROL SPECIALISTS 

Residential • Commercial 

"Safest Methods Used" 

USA EXTERMINATORS 

718-832-0900 

A Service Company s&~\. 
You Can Depend On 




* 


Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


ABSOLUTE 

DEATH 


AbsoluteDeathExtermina 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 


Privacy Slats, Gates, 
Security, Ornamental Stee 
NEW Eon Fence 
i/lany Styles To Choose Fro 


Floor Maintenance 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

required, installed & refinished! 
Large selection of lamette flooring. 
Fully Guaranteed. 7 Days Service. 

718-720-2555 

- Ace floors - 

Specializing in hardwood floor sand- 


Gardening 


Cr 


Garden Design - Installation - Maintenance 

Kelly Boyle 
718-554-1589 

JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


dig 

gardening'—^ 

design & maintenance for 
rooftops, terraces, 
gardens & containers 

(646) 489-5121 

www.gardendig.com 


C3“IT’S SPRING” 

Wake up Your Garden 

Garden Service 

Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Maintenance - General Clean up 
Brownstone Yards - Terraces - Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


KBM Contracting 


CALL NED 


718-871-1504 


Handyman ED 


Quality Work 
Brownstone Experience 

(917) 478-6730 


M.Locksmith24-7.com 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 


supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 3 

best quality moving. Experienced 
and Reliable 

2149 E. 72nd St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


Coolie Moving 
& Storage Inc. 


Call (718) 339-2295 

ICC #447103 A1 6/38 


VhOVE** 


We do last minute jobs! 

Packin^matoial^Fu* insured 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Bravo Moving 

Call Today for Free Estimate! 

718-234-5194 

www.bravomoving.com 

DOT#T3657 1 ICC#5 12516 


M. 


Lciintaln in« vers 

" athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 
DOT # T-12094 • Local/Long Distance 

718-544-1973 



Decorative Surfaces ■ Paperhangini 
FREE ESTIMATES f FULLY INSURED 

www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences <S Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


AMERICAN 

PAIIVXIN» 

Low Price M 

Clean Jot, jd 

Hi* 

Free Estimate pi 

718-439-7309 


Cpri 

-Lai) 


bofessionaf 
.aiming 

Benjam?°Mo°ore S Pain“used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal. 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


Finest Quality 
Painting 

Marvin Rosenberg 
Reasonable Rates 

718 260 9419 


[rePl Finishing Touch 

0 ^ PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work , Dependable 


Call (718) 332-7041 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING & HANDYMAN 

No Job too small. Interior/Exterior 
Complete Apt. & Home Renov. 

Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 

Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


id plasl 


r. Skim 


vaulted ceilin; 

(718)322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 

ustom Design & Restoratior 


Larry Harriton 
Plumbing & Heating Corp 
Park Slope Office 

Over 30 Years Experience 
Lic#1 853 Insured 

Cell 917-620-1571 
Office 718-438-1604 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 

Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 

Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 

* Watermains & Sewers 
Repaired & Installed * 

* Reasonable Rates * 

* All Work Guaranteed * 

* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 

NYC Master Plumber 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
•8 (Til Plumbing B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

19th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


BENSON HOME IMPROVEMENT AND ROOFING 

13 Year Guarantee 

Residential J Commercial • Fully Insured, Free Estimates 

All Types Siding & Roofing 
Rubberized Roofing 


(718) 382-4449 asi 


Rubbish Removal 


M.N.E. Recycling 
Clean Out Services 

Commercial Residential 

Attics • Backyards • Basements 

Move In/Out Clean Outs 

Construction Debris & 
Scrap Metal Removal 

(718) 769-7573 


JOSEPH PRESTIA 

X HEATING & MECHANICAL 

4 GENERAL CONTRACTING 

GAS BOILERS • WATER HEATERS • BATHOOM COMPLETELY REMODELED 
ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS • BOILER REWIRING & TROUBLE SHOOTING 
H.I.C. LICJ802801 

(718) 382-7648 • (917) 796-0063 


Movers (Licensed) 


ASK US HOW WE BEAT 
MOST WRITTEN ESTIMATES 
JUST CAL US! 


• NO CHARGE For Weekends 

• NO CHARGE For Holiday or Overtinu 

• NO CHARGE For Stairs 

• NO CHARGE For Last Minutes Moves 

• NO CHARGE For Crating 

• NO CHARGE For Additional Stops 

• NO CHARGE For Pianos 

rs. Open 24 hours, 7 Days a Week, 
d / Dot T34498 / ICC MC 508964 


Metropolitan Pro-Tek 
Security Systems, Inc. 



• Computer Networking 


Commercial. Industrial & Residential 


Specializing in HONEYWELL/ADEMCO Wireless Security Solutions 


cy secutiy systems 

Licensed By: 


NBFAA We Are Fully Insured 

Sir^' S (718) 921-3795 

See us on the WEB www.metro-pro-tek.com A 24 / 2 S 


ARNOLD’S TREE CUTTING 

• Pruning • Stump Grinding • Planting 


FREE ESTIMATES • 15 Years Experience 

City Permits Obtained • Prompt Storm Service 

(718) 463-7829 Cell (917) 807-7316 




■ji— . bi»Li — 


Office: 718 896 2158 
Ask Juan 


Cell: 917 721 5356 
Se habla espanol 




Rubbish Removal II Tree Service 


AAA PLUS 

SERVICES INC. 

- Spring Cleaning Special - 

Rubbish Removal, Demolition, 
Churches, Offices, Store Fronts, Etc. 
PUT A SMILE ON YOUR PLACE* 

(646) 523-5535/(718) 251-3447 


O GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 


lember Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

CELL 917-416-8322 


ADAX 

WASTE REMOVAL SERVICES 


• Rubbish Removi 


FREE Estimates 
917-533-8306 


Tree removal, pruning, 
stump grinding 

Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured 

(718) 896-2158 • Cell (917) 721-5356 

Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 

Free Estimate! 

20 Years Experience 


Upholstery 


Q :i 

TV 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 
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There are two groups who believe 
Maimonides has the best 
Critical Care Services in New York. 



HealthGrades. 



Our patients. 


Critical care is for patients who have under- 
gone major surgery or experienced failure of one or 
more major organs. It is also for those who suffer 
respiratory insufficiency, coma or severe head 
trauma. In short, it is for people who are literally 
fighting for their lives. 

And no hospital does 
. more to make sure these 



people comeoutswingingthan Maimonides 
Medical Center. 

In fact, HealthGrades, the nation’s leading 
independent healthcare quality evaluator, ranks 
Maimonides number one in New York for Overall 
Critical Care Services. 

At Maimonides, our Critical Care physicians 
and nurses use a multi-disciplinary approach, along 


with our specially trained staff, to provide the best 
care possible. And we offer it throughout the full 
spectrum of medical, surgical, cardiac, pediatric 
and neonatal specialties. 

Maimonides Medical Center. It’s nice to know 
that our Critical Care has received critical acclaim. 
But it’s even nicer to know we have the unwavering 
support of our patients and their families. 



^ Maimonides 


Medical Center 


Ranked #1 in New York for Overall 
Critical Care Services in 2006 by HealthGrades 


For more information visit www.maimonidesmed.org or call (888) MMC-DOCS (662-3627). 



